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Israel, to consider 1I.N. role 

TEL AVIV (AJP) — ■ Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin wiD ifi™« 
U.N. participation at the Middle East multilateral talks when be meca 
Secretary General Butros Ghafi Friday, an Eanslic official' source said 
Monday. “The government is willing to reconsider the U.N. role in tfae 
multflaterak,” the soorce said. The Source said Dr. Ghali wants himself to 
anoint the U.N. representatives to the five committees of the imUtilater- 
as; water, die environment, disarmaments, refugees, and economic 
development. Mr. Rabin is dne to have for NevYm in his way to meet 
President Goerge Brishlate Wednesday. On Monday he meets Mr. Bush. 
Mr. Rabin is also dne to meet Democratic presidential nominee BSJ 
CEnton on Aug. 14. 
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! Aionf urges diaspora 
l delegates In talks 

*5 AMMAN (J.T.) — Israeli Educa- 

5 tioa Minister Shulamit Aloni 

* proposed Monday that Palesti- 

* mans from the diaspora take pan 

* In the Arab-IsraeH bilateral talks, 

*1 AI Quds Press reported. Ms. 
*■ Aloni who heads the leftist 
^ Meretz bloc In the government of 

-Yitzhak Rabin, called on Mr. 
s Rabin to approve bex proposal, 
t But Mr. Rabin immediately re- 
ft jested it saying “it might antago- 
i nise the extreme right in the 
i Labour government.” Ms. Alo- 
i ' -jar’s anointment last month as 
3 location minister was bitterly 
opposed by far-right and nltra- 
M^Iigious parties. 

Saleh vows to 
protect democracy 

SANAA (R) — Yemeni Presi- 
j dent AH Abdallah Saleh met top 

>2 military officials Sunday and 

j, vowed the armed forces would 

k fight any attempt to disrupt the 

y, country's march towards demo- 

1 cracy, Radio Sanaa reported. It 

» .gave no details on what was 
^ discussed but the meeting fol- 

k lowed a string of attacks against 

c, leading figures from the former 

r Marxist South Yemen which 

J merged with the North in 1990. 

“If the hostile forces are betting 
£ on tearing the national rarity 
„ apart, then they should know that 
£ the armed forces will be a safety 
' .valve and will not allow any harm 
unity and democracy,** die 

■ Tudio quoted Mr. Saleh as saying. 
^ He urged the aimed forces to 

increase vigilance ahead of par- 
" hamentary elections in November 

in which more than 30 new poH- 

■ deal parties are taking part 

Indonesia seeks new 
: role for non-aligned 

CAIRO (R) — Indonesia said on 
Sunday it wanted the Non- 
Aligned Movement (NAM) to 
shift priorities from political to 
pressing economic and human 
problems. But Indonesian Fore- 
ign Minister AH Alatas told a 
; *^iews conference his country 
opposed suggestions that the 
1 movement be merged with Group 
i 77 — an economic affiance of 
y Third World countries. "We be- 
s Keve that the Non-Aligned Move- 
t ment Hke everybody else most 

; adapt itself in a dynamic way... to 

the new political and economic 

- realities in the worid,” he said. 

• 16 executed in 
= Iran, rebels say 

J AMMAN (J.T.) — The Iranian 
government hanged 16 people in 
\ Hamedan in western Iran tost 
: Thursday, the main Iranian 

* opposition group reported. “The 
noose around the necks of two 
victims tore apart as they were 

: being hanged. But the Pasdaran 

.(gu ards) shot them to death hor- 
' ^^ihcally, and secretly transferred 
the bodies of all the victims to 
' Hamedan cemetery,’* said a 
' Mu j ahedeen-e-Khal q statement. 

- “It said these hUmgg brought to 

■■ 31 tbe number of people executed 

? last week in Hamedan. Tbe gov- 
ernment announced on July 27 
tire execution of 15 people on the 
protext of “drug trafficking,** tbe 
Mnjahedeen said. 

. 2 Belfast carbombs 
5 Injure 21 people 

5 BELFAST (R) — Two carbomb 
ripped through central Belfast on 
Monday, injuring 21 people and 
t causing extensive damage in the 
j first attack of its kind for several 
f months. Police said they received 

- a 15-mimite w arning before die 
first bomb went off from a man 

.• panning to represent the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), which 
sighting to oust British from 
Northern Ireland. 

* White House 

* repudiates harsh 

J anti-Clinton 

5 statement 

l JACKSONVILLE, Florida (R) 
% — ? The White House on Monday. 
K repudiated a Bush campaign 
^ statement that rafled Democrat 
Bill Omton a “sniveling” hypoc- 
rite and said the anther of file 
\ statement, polittol director Maty 
y Matahn, had apologised for it. 

“We will continue to rtm a good 
'^ ;isi|3e&n hard-hitting campaign. The 
•V president is determined to keep 

■ fins ratwpaign out of the deaze 
c business” White House spofces- 

1 woman Judy Smith told reporters 
in Florida, where Mir. Bush was 
cam paigning . 
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Iraq drills for oil near Jordan border 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi engineera have started drilling an exploratory 
well in an oO field near tbe border with Syria and Jordan, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said Monday. Tbe agency said the Iraqi Drilling Company 
and tie Northern Petroleum Company, “have taken the required 
arrangemen t s to complete drilling and exploratory checks** in the Akas 
field. It said exploration in toe field “could dete rmin e discoveries that 
could change the b a lan ce of oil reserves.'’ Iraq already has proven 
reserves of more than 100 billion bands, second rally to Sand! Arabia. 
Since the end of the Gulf war, Iraq has been reporting new exploration 
and drifting in its rich oil fields, apparently to counter reports mat its oD 
industry was paralysed by the U.N. embargo in force since August 1990. 
Iraq, mice a major oil exporter, had most of its rail installations damaged 
by the U.S.-led coalition forces during toe Gulf war. Many of in 
installations and refineries have been repaired since, but toe embargo on 
oD expo r ts remains In foree. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Sandi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 




Lower House charges Hawamdeh, 
rejects motion against Rifai, Odeh 


By Nermeea Murad 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Tuesday referred 
former Minister of Public Works 
Mahmoud Hawamdeh to trial for 
misuse of public funds in a multi- 
mUIion highway construction con- 
tract, but turned down a motion 
to indict former Prime Minister 
Zeid Rifai and former Finance 
Minister Hanna Odeh on the 
same charges. 

The separate votes came after 
an eight-hour marathon session 
which started Monday evening 
daring which over 30 deputies 
spoke in favour and against tbe 
House's Investigations Commit- 
tee to refer all the three former 

minis ters to trial. 

While 54 deputies — the re- 


quired majority — voted in 
favour of the committee’s recom- 
mendation against Mr. Hawam- 
deh, the motions against Mr. 
Rifai and Mr. Odeh could secure 
only 48 and 51 respectively. 

Eleven deputies voted no to 
sending Mr. Hawamdeh to trial, 
while in tbe case of Mr. Rifai the 
negative vote was 17 and Mr. 
Odeh 13. Seven deputies ab- 
stained in the vote of Mr. Odeh. 
white six abstained on both Mr. 
Rifai and Mr. Hawamdeh. Seven 
deputies, were absent. 

Mr. Hawamdeh’s case will now 
be referred to a nine-member 
higher council winch is chaired by 
the Upper House Speaker and 
includes five judges and three 
senators. 

The 22-member Muslim 


Brotherhood and the nine- 
member Democratic Bloc sup- 
ported by independent Islamist s 
led the campaign for indicting the 
three officials. Among those vot- 
ing to indict tbe three officials 
were current and former minis- 
ters. 

Arguments in the defence of 
the three officials concentrated 
on accusing the special investiga- 
tions panel of selectivity in choos- 
ing this case for debate ahead of 
other cases whidi date back to 
earlier governments. Some de- 
puties produced doc u m en ts on 
this case in whidi the signatures 
of the whole cabinet of Mr. 
Rifefs tailed decisions endorsing 
Mr. Hawamdeh’s recommenda- 
tion to award die contract to an 
Indian company which undertook 


Palestinian forced to raze home 
as settlers vow to continue to build 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian fami- 
ly of 14 was forced to demolish 
part of their home in Arab East 
Jerusalem because the occupa- 
tion authorities said die btriMmg 
(fid not have the p roper bmkfing 
permits. 

Israeli settlers in file occupied 
territories meanwhile vowed to 
continue btrikfing new houses in 
the West Bank arid Gaza Strip 
despit e a government degskw i to 
freeze new construction. 

Member s of the group said 
they would raise funds pnvatdy 
to complete construction Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin ordered 
to hah. They said they hoped die 
Jewish population in the occupied 
territories would continue to 
grow. 

“We have no doubt we will be 
able to buOd by ourselves,” set- 
tler leader Uri Ariel told Israel 
Television. 

Ibrahim Mahmoud Abash, 67, 
who demolished part of his bouse 
Sunday night rather than have the 
occupation authorities do it, said 
he was luckier than other 
Arabs. He reached an agreement 
to tear down only two of the five 
rooms in his house. 

Mr. Atrash performed his sad 
chore as a lengthy dispute was 
coining to a bead on whether the 
Palestinians of East Jerusalem 
can buQd — and what they can 
build — on their own property. 
Tbe Jerusalem’s Israeli mayor, 

Israeli 
soldier 
dead after 
Gaza clash 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — An Israeli sokfier died 
Monday of wounds suffered in a 
weekend gun battle in whidi a 
Palestinian also was killed, the 
army said. 

Dcron Deed was (me of three 
soldiers wounded in tbe dash in 
tbe Gaza Strip town of Khan 
Ymris on Sunday. He suffered a 
serious bead wound. Israeli re- 
ports said. 

Israeli media said corporal 
Dexzi belonged to an undercover 
unit whose troops usually efigguise 
themselves as Arabs while seek- 
ing out uprising activists. 

The Palestinian lolled in Sun- 
day’s dash was Osama Moham- 
mad A1 Najar, 22, a fanner 
policeman and said to have been 
active with Ffcteh. 

The dash came two days after 
Israel imposed tighter controls on 
army unde r cov er units “ de a t h 
squads” which pursue Palestinian 
activists. 

More than 30 Arabs have been 
shot dead this year by the units, 
whose members often disguise 
themselves as Arabs. 

Palestinians and human rights 
groups accuse the units of a 
shoot-to-kUl policy. 

■An internal army -/report, 
quoted by security sources on 
Friday, harshly criticised the dls- 
qpfine and operational perform- 
ance of the units. 


Teddy Kollek, said Monday the 
new government of Prime Minis- 
ter Yi tzhak Rabin should finally 
agree to a zoning plan for East 
Jerusalem whidi would regulate 
where building can take place. 

“It don’t want to sign another 
demolition order until this issue 
has bcen_clarified_witfa all tbe 
mnristers,” Mr. Kollek told Israel 
Radio. 

Mr. KoHek’s s ta tem ent, came as . 
■ the municipal— couneiL - faced- 
touchy problems over demolition 
orders. Last week, it tore down 
two buildings, one a c hur ch, 
being built by tbe Greek Ortho- 
dox patriarchate on the Mount of 
Olives. A demolition order issued 
to a masque in the Arab sector of 
Jabal Mukaber is die subject of a 
lawsuit. 

Before reaching his agreement 
with die occupation authorities, 
Mr. Atrash went to court to try to 
prevent the demolition. He lost. 

Now, lawyers for the Waqf, the 
Muslim trust that oversees the 
Holy Gty’s mosques, are in court 
trying to overturn a demolition 
order signed by Mr. Kollek to 
destory the Ai Farouk Mosque on 
Jabal Mukaber. 

Jamal Abu Tomah, .a lawyer 
representing die Waqf, said the 
mosque is already completed and 
has been in use for nearly two 
months. 

Adr ian Husseini, die Waqfs 
director, was quoted in an Israefi 


newspaper as saying the mosque 
was built without a permit be- 
cause Israefi policies it im- 
possible to get one. 

There is- no such problem for 
Israeli settlers. 

Some 120,000 Israelis live 
among 1.75 milli on Palestinians 
in the occupied territories. Most 
moved there under a settlement 
policy set by file former hardline 
T ibirf government. 

Mr. Rabin’s Labour govern- 
ment, which took office last 
month, cancelled new construc- 
tion but permitted the completion 
of abont 9,000 units already 
started. . 

Israel Television said tbe set- 
tlers had launched a campaign to 
build privately and had sent emis- 
saries to Jewish comm unities in 
tbe United States to raise funds. 

But it was not dear whether 
such private building was legaL 
Aliza Goren, an adviser to tbe 
minister of housing, said her 
office was going to check the legal 
aspects of the proposaL 

Benjamin Netanyahu, formerly 
a spokesman for fire Israefi de- 
legation at Middle East peace 
talks and a contender for tire 
Likud leadership, gave his sup- 
port to fire campaign. 

“If these houses are completed 
Israelis will come here because 
these are fine booses,” he said on 
a visit to a West Bank construc- 
tion site. 


Syrian-Turkish tension 
eases with Damascus talks 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Tension 
between Syria and Turkey has 
a p par en tly eased as tire two sides 
expressed satisfaction Monday 
over talks concerning Euphrates 
River rights and alleged sup port 
of Kurdish separatists fighting 
Turkey. 

“Syrian and Turkish views 
were identical,” Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hflanet Cetin said at a 
joint news conference with his 
Syrian co un te rpa rt, Farouk AI 
Sharaa, after two days of discus- 
sions in Damascus. 

Mr. Cetin said that he feh Syria 
was determined “to develop and 
bolster bilateral relations.” 

He addressed the insurgency 
by the Kurtfish Labour party 
(FKK) saying: 

“Combat of terrorism is very 
import an t to us and we have 
discussed tins matter with Syrian 
officials, who reiterated that they 
would honour their promise and 
all will do their best to help 
Turkey overcome terrorists.” 

Ea rlier this year, Syria dosed a 
PKK training base in Lebanon’s 
Bekaa Valley at Ankara’s behest. 

“Turkey is exerting every 
possible effort to realise peace in 
die region,” $fr. Cetin said. “It 
will not adopt any stand un- 
favourable to tbe Syrian neigh- 
bour” 

Mr. Sharaa also described the 
talks as positive and said Syria 
and Turkey had committed them- 
selves to a 1987 agreement re- 
levant to security and stability in 
the region. 

He said this point was stressed 
by President Hafez Ai Assad 


when he received Mr. Cetin Sun- 
day. 

Tbe two monsters said it was 
agre ed contacts between t he 
two countries would continue and 
that Syrian Minister of Interior 
Mohammad Harba would visit 
Turkey soon. 

It was also agreed that a com- 
mittee would be set up to imple- 
ment security pacts, meeting ev- 
ery three months. 

Asked whether turkey would 
honour the waters accord con- 
cluded in 1987, Mr. Cetin said 
there were 22 projects under con- 
struction on tbe Euphrates and 
Tigris rivers, but he evaded 
straight answer to the question, 
only saying: 

“In view of good neighbonrii- 
ness, fra te rni ty and friendship, 
Turkey cannot adopt any stand 
against Syria.” 

■ But he added that the triparti- 
ate supreme technical committee 
gr ouping Turkey, Syria and Iraq 
will meet soon to discuss a possi- 
ble Increase in Syrian and Iraqi 
water shares. 

Under tbe 1987 agreement, 
Syria receives 500 cubic metre per 
second. 

Asked whether PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan was in Syria or 
in the Syrian controlled Bekaa 
Valley, Mr. Sharaa said: 

“Syria b not the Inteipol to 
pursue criminals. What is impor- 
tant is that there should be a 
genuine cooperation in safe- 
guarding security, unity and safe- 
ty of the two countries’ temtor- 


tbe JD35 million project in 1987. 
They questioned toe selection of 
these three particular o fficials 
without charging or questioning 
tbe other ministers. 

However, most of the speeches 
delivered in Monday’s session 
concentrated on the need to weed 
out corruption and to investigate 
all cases and rejected accusations 
that they were motivated by per- 
sonal vendettas and settling old 
accounts. 

Tbe vote was seen as a key test 
not only of tbe democratisation 
process in Jordan but also of 
many deputies who were elected 
on platforms whidi promised firm 
moves against co r r u pt i on and 


(Continued on page 5) 

Israeli 
jets stage 
raids on 
Hizbollah 
positions 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Israeli helicopters attack- 
ed bases of tbe Hizbollah 
resistance group in Monday’s 
second strike in South Leba- 
non, security sources said. 

The sources said four heli- 
copter gnnships fired eight 
missiles at Hizbollah bases in 
the villages of ‘Ain Bouswar 
and Lowaizeh in Iqfim AI 
Toufah mountainous ridge, 
40 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties. 

The air strike was the 
second in a few hours on 
Iqfim .AI Toufah. 

Two Israeli planes fired 10 
missiles at Hizbollah posi- 
tions in the villages of Arab 
Salim and Tallet Mlita earlier 
on Monday, wounding two 
people. 

The Israefi airforce has 
launched five raids on Hiz- 
boOah targets in South Leba- 
non in as many days. 

Israel frequently launches 
air strikes on resistance bases 
to retaliate against attacks on 
its troops who patrol a self- 
declared “security zone” in 
South Lebanon. 

It has launched 28 air raids 
into Lebanon tins year, kill- 
ing more than 40 people and 
wounding at least 98. 

Sources said two Hizbollah 
guerrillas who infiltrated the 
“security zone” were killed in 
the morning near the village 
of Blart as they were setting a 
roadside bomb. 

Tbe sources said two jet 
fighters fired four rockets at 
1:15 p.m. (1015 GMT) at 
Hizbollah bases facing tbe 
security zone. 

They said the raiding jets 
fired heat balloons to deflect 
ground-to-air missiles. But 
police said none was fired 
and no hits were observed 
from anti-aircraft fire. 

The Israeli military com- 
mand said the “targets were 
hit and all air force planes 
returned safely to base.” 

Hizbollah guerrillas have 
launched a string of attacks 
on Israeli troops and their 
allies in the “security zone” 
since the lriffing of Hizbollah 
leader Sheikh Abbas Mosawi 
in February. 

Israel has responded main- 
ly with air strikes. 

New Prime Minister 
Rabin’s government 

announced on Sunday that it 
would bold its first Middle 
East peace talks with the- 
Arabs in Washington on 
Aug. 24. 

Lebanon is one of the par- 
ties to the talks. 



Deputy Lefth Shbeflat (left), head of the Lower 
House Investigations Committee, and Deputy 
Mo hamma d Aha Fares, rvportnr of the com- 


mittee, consult mA other daring the Monday/ 
Tuesday session of the House. Behind them is 
Deputy Fares Nabulsi (photo by Yousef AI ’Allan) 


Yeltsin orders warship to Gulf; 
Saddam chairs 6 special meeting 9 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin Monday 
ordered a warship to be ready to' 
go to the Gulf if needed to join in 
a possible U.S.-led military ac- 
tion against Iraq, a Russian news 
agency reported. 

The unconfirmed report by tbe 
Interfax news agency did not 
identity what kind of ship, the 
number of soldiers or weapons 
involved. 

Mr. Yeltsin also has decided to 
send a ship to tbe coast of Yugos- 
lavia to join a western naval 
monitoring operation underway 
there, as well as a third ship to the 
Romanian coast, the agency said, 
quoting Russian Defence Minis- 
try sources. 

If true, the report could signal 
a change in Russia’s policy to- 
wards Iraq, which has been at 
odds with the United Nations 
since the Gulf war last year. 

Russia officially supported the 
U.N. allies during the war, but 
refused to take part in armed 


conflict against Iraq, a longtime 
ally of the former Soviet Union. 

Russia's participation also 
would be a policy boost for Presi- 
dent George Bosh, who has 
sought maximum international 
participation in the conflict to 
avoid portraying it as solely a 
disagreement between Iraq and 
the United States. 

In other Iraq-related develop- 
ments: 

— Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein led a meeting of his 
cabinet as he dispatched the 
prime minister on an unspecified 
meeting to northern Iraq, the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) re- 
ported Monday. 

INA said President Saddam 
chaired a four-hour “special 
meeting for the cabinet” Sunday 
night devoted to reviewing 
“efforts to escalate the status of 
progress in eroding the sanctions 
imposed by American imperial- 
ism.” 

The agency said Prime Minister 


Merchant executions 
halt supplies to Iraq 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Renters 

AMMAN — Iraqi traders, 
terrorised by Baghdad’s execu- 
tion of 42 merchants, have 
halted almost all shipments of 
supplies to their country, 
Jordanian businessmen said 
Sunday. 

Traffic in Jordan's Zarqa 
Duty Free Zone, source of a 
huge portion of the supplies of 
food and other humanitarian 
goods Iraq is allowed under 
U.N- sanctions, has almost 
come to a standstill. 

Only a trickle of Iraq-bonnd 
trucks are leaving through the 
desert zone’s iron-gates, com- 
pared to a daily average of 150, 
traders say. 

“For the past 10 days, hardly 
any Iraqi trader sent anything 
to his country from our ware- 
house,” said one Jordanian ex- 
porter, who until last week was 
sending up to 30 trucks of 
sugar and rice to Iraq each day. 

“They (merchants) tell ns 
even if the goods arc given to 
them for free they are not 
ready to risk their lives and be 
executed or detained,” he told 
Reuters. “This has dealt a 
deadly blow to our business 
and might lead to food shor- 
tages in Iraq.” 

Iraq, squeezed by almost 
two years of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions, is cracking down on mer- 
chants it accuses of pro- 
fiteering. 

It has executed 42 traders by 
firing squad and jailed or de- 
tained more than 500 since July 
25 in moves ordered by Iraqi 
President Saddam- Hussein, 


Several of those executed 
came from prominent families 

and tbe contents of their ware- 
houses and businesses had 


been confiscated by the state, 
the diplomats added. 

They said Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry officials privately con- 
firmed the numbers arrested 
and executed. 

“The news has shattered, 
terrorised, demoralised and 
depressed all my Iraqi clients 
because accusations were not 
true,” added another trader 
who works out of the Zaiqa 
Duty Free Zone. “They feel 
they were victims of Saddam’s 
whims.” 

The two Jordanian traders 
said they attended sessions of 
mourning held in Amman by 
the family of executed trader 
Ra'ad Tabra, a leading 
businessman, and for another 
businessman from the Mal- 
Allah family because Iraq ban- 
ned their relatives from pnblidy 
mourning the dead. 

Many of their Iraqi custom- 
ers had told them they were 
reluctant to return to Baghdad 
and some had even told family 
'members there to flee for fear 
of reprisals, they added. 

Many Iraqi merchants and 
their families had arrived in 
Amman to spend their summer 
vacation when the news broke 
out. 

Iraq has been in the grip of a 
U.N. trade blockade since 
shortly after its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraqi officials justify the 
toughest campaign against pro- 
fiteers since the sanctions were 
imposed by saying it is essen- 
tial to fee people at fair prices. 

But Jordanian and some Ira- 
qi merchants based in A mman 
contest this. “Saddam is look- 
ing for scapegoats because of 
the soaring prices in Iraq 
caused by the weak dinar and 
the sanctions,” one Jordanian 
said. 



Mohammad Hamza Ai Zubaidi 
was sent to the oil-rich province 
of Kirkuk in northern Iraq and 
was not present at the meeting. 

It gave no indications why Mr. 
Zubaidi would have been dis- 
patched to Kirkuk, where recent 
reports said the army is massing 
troops on the border of the 
Kurdish-controlled area beyond. 

Mr. Zubaidi is a former gov- 
ernor of Kirkuk. Dining last 
year’s short-lived Knrdish rebel- 
lion be was among a few Iraqi 
senior officials who supervised an 
army advance to retake the city 
from the Knrdish. Peshmerga 
guerrillas who controlled it for a 
few days. 

The council of ministers meet- 
ing came only four days after a 
cabinet shake-up in which were 
dropped, two ministers apparent- 
ly for mismanagement. 

INA said President Sadam in- 
structed his ministers to improve 

(Continued on page 5) 


Blacks 
strike in 
S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Hundreds of thousands of black 
workers began a nationwide 
strike Monday to demand an end 
to white rule and police killed 
three black men in a clash with 
strikers. 

Many workers in black 
townships ringing South Africa’s 
cities stayed home as the opposi- 
tion African National Congress 
(ANC) began the two-day strike 
to call tor President F.W. de 
Klerk’s removal. 

Streets in Johannesburg and 
other cities were much quieter 
than usual, with just a handful of 
vehicles and pedestrians in many 
areas. Passenger levels on buses 
and trains serving black 
townships were running at 2 per 
cent of normal transportation 
officials said. 

But other blacks ignored the 
strike call, heading for work on a 
cold' winter morning. Some said 
they opposed tbe strike or could 
not afford to lose wages. 

Three black men were shot to 
death Monday by police and four 
police offers were wounded in a 
gun battle in the black township 
of Soweto outside Johannesburg, 
police said. One officer was in 
serious condition, police said. 

Shooting erupted after some 50 
blacks, apparently enforcing the 
strike, stoned vehicles, police 
said. Police said they found an 
assault rifle after the crowd dis- 
persed. 

State-run television said Mon- 
day militants were erecting barri- 
cades and using threats to enforce 
the strike. Roads and t rains were 
blocked with burning car tyres in 
parts of Cape Town and Durban 
and a man was bmed to death 
outside Durban, it said. 

At least 17 people died in 
political violence Sunday and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iraq dinar trade 


booms in Gulf 


MANAMA (R) — Trade in the 
Iraqi dinar is booming in the Gulf 
as speculators cash in on dramatic 
fluctuations in the currency's 
value fuelled by recurring threats 
of military action against Iraq, 
moneychangers in the region say. 

Moneychangers in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) said they 
were buying up to 25 million Iraqi 
dinars (SI .6 milion at local mar- 
ket rates) a day from exchange 
houses in Jordan and selling them 
to dealers in Kuwait, their main 
source of demand. 

Kuwait moneychangers con- 
firmed business in the currency 
was booming and estimated the 
daily volume of Iraqi dinars 
traded in the northern Gulf emi- 
rate at between 10 and 40 million 
($642,000 to $2.6 million). 

Most of the demand appeared 
to come from Iraqi residents pre- 
paring to leave the country or 
Kuwaitis sending money to rela- 
tives in Iraq. But a large portion 
could be attributed to Kuwaitis 
speculating in the volatile curren- 
cy, they said. 

“For the time being the Iraqi 
dinar is the best currency for us in 
the exchange market — it goes up 
and down too much, you can 
make a good profit." Alaa Aii AJ 
Sarraf, general manager of the 
cooperation exchange company, 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Sarraf said his father had 
just bought four million Iraqi 
dinars and his uncle two million 
on hopes the currency's value — 


which is lower than it has been for 
months — would recover. 

“There are people taking the 
Iraqi dinar ... who in the even- 
tuality of the regime’s downfall 
would benefit because the dinar is 
very low." Ardasher Khazem of 
Kuwait’s A1 Jari Exchange said. 

Moneychangers in the emirate 
of Dubai said Sunday's Gulf 
wholesale rate stood at $63,500 
for one million dinars. 

Rates hit a low of $62,500 for a 
million dinars two weeks ago at 
the height of Iraq’s dispute with 
U.N. weapons inspectors but 
bounced back to more than 
$65,000 when the issue was re- 
solved last week, they said. It bit 
$73,000 per million dinars in 
June. 


Kuwaiti dealers said their Iraqi 
dinar rates actually rose when 
tension between Iraq and the 
United States escalated because 
local speculators ■ the regime 
would be overthrown, fuelling a 
dramatic rise in the currency's 
value. 


Iraq’s official exchange rate re- 
mains set at $3.10 to the dinar, 
but the currency is trading on the 
black market there at between 
24-20 dinars per dollar. This com- 
pares with between 15-16 dinars per 
dollar in Gulf centres. 

Gulf-based banks are not 
buying the currency but 
moneychangers in Saudi Arabia 
and Bahraini are also selling it to 
speculators. 


2 armed Islamic groups 


broken up in Algeria 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Secur- 
ity forces in Algeria have arrested 
some 35 members of two armed 
Islamic groups in the town of A1 
Oued on the edge of the Sahara 
Desert, the state hews agency 
APS reported late Sunday. 

It quoted reliable sources as 
saying 90 kilogrammes of explo- 
sives, 130 “bombs of different 
strengths,” bomb-making equip- 
ment and “Afghan clothing" had 
been seized in the operation over 
the last two days. 

A number of young Algerians 
fought in Afghanistan over the 
last decade as members of Islamic 
guerrilla groups challenging the 
then Soviet-backed government 
and returned to join Algeria’s 
own Islamic movements. 


The agency reported 16 other 
arrests on security charges in 
different parts of the country. It 
said those held included four 
members of a group it called A1 
Kitab oua Essuna oua A1 Djatnaa 
(Scripture, Tradition and Com- 
munity), which police have 
blamed for attacks in areas south- 
west of Algiers. 

Violence has surged in Algeria 


since authorities cancelled elec- 
tions which the fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FTS) was 
poised to win in January. A court 
banned the movement in March. 

APS’s sources said those 
arrested in Al Oued, 510 
kilometres southeast of Algiers, 
were affiliated to the “armed 
Islamic Movement” (MIA) and 
were operating under the cover of 
a “humanitarian organisation.” 

It said some of those arrested 
came from Algiers. Their func- 
tion had been to recruit people 
and assemble material for opera- 
tions in the north of the country, 
j Two* armed Islamic groups' 
have- announced their~existence~j 
by issuing communiques but the 
MIA and AI Kitab oua Essuna 
oiia Al Djamaa are known only 
from reports on APS and in 
newspapers dose to the govern- 
ment. 


The arrests appeared to signal 
a strengthening of the get-tough 
policy by the ruling High State 
Council since Ali Kafi assumed 
the presidency following the June 
29 assassination of Mohammad 
Boudiaf. 


‘Infidel’ and fundamentalist 


Kurds square off in north Iraq 


KALAR, Iraq (AP) — The dead- 
it of i 


best so far of a growing number 
of dashes between rival Iraqi 
Kurdish groups was ignited by a 
fight over a tombstone. 

After a two-day battle that left 
nearly a score or more dead — 
the two forces veary widely in 
their casualty counts — tendons 
remains at the trigger point be- 
tween fundamentalist Muslim 
Kurds and one of the “infidel’’ 
leftist groups bent on winning 
automony in northern Iraq. 

While the leftist guerrillas of 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) play down the blood feud, 
the fundamentalists, eager to in- 
stall Islamic law in northern Iraq 
if automony should be won, say 
they are ready to attack again if 
necessary their Marxist-lean ing 
rivals. 

Just as their ideologies differ 
radically, so did both sides’ 
accounts of the battle that began 
Thursday and lasted through 
Friday. 

Sparks began to fly when two 
PUK guerrillas approached a 
training camp operated by the 
fundamentalist Islamic Move- 
ment of Kurdistan in hopes of 
carrying a tombstone for one of 
their dead. 

It seems the tombstone supply 
in Kalar, a town of 70,000 people, 
came under the control of the 
fundamentalists, inherited when 
Iraqi soldiers abandoned a milit- 
ary barracks. They inists that any 
non-fundamentalist seeking a 
tombstone show up with the body 
of the dead person and then go to 
a mosque to complete paperwork 
to win permission. 

Apparently this arrangement 
was not to the PUK’s liking. An 
argument exploded into a shoot- 


out, in which PUK officials said 
the two guerrillas were killed. 

The PUK then attacked a mos- 
que and two other fundamenta- 
list strongholds in the town , in a 
failed bid to storm them, 

Kurdo Kasim, a ranking PUK 
official, taking a journalist on a 
tour of the tour Sunday, first 
insisted that his group suffered 
only those two dead and killed 27 
fundamentalists. But then he 
admitted, faced with conflicting 
reports, that the PUK’s toll was 
five dead, eight wounded. 

The fundamentalist claim they 
lost 11 fighters, not 27, and that 
the PUK’s dead was much higher, 
38. 

Mr. Kasim said after two days 
of intermittent fighting, the fun- 
damentalists agreed to hand over 
those “guilty” of starting the 
fight, compensate the families of 
the victims and withdraw from all 
mosques within a week. 

“All this had been an accident. 
We are now brothers once again, 
and peace reigns,” Mr. Kasim 
said. While he talked, his guerril- 
las patrolled Kalar’s streets with 
Kalashnikovs and anti-tank gre- 
nades. 

But in a backroom of the mos- 
que, the local Islamic leader did 
not seem ready to forgive and 
forget. 

“They had been preparing to 
attack us for a long time, and they 
seized on a trivial argument to 
cany out their plans,” contended 
Nejim Abdullah, sitting beside an 
oil lamp in the room, decorated 
by quotations from the Koran. 

Sleeping guerillas, their beads 
resting on their Kalashnikovs, 
packed a courtyard outside the 
mosque. 

The walls were pockmarked by 


bullets and there were several 
large holes apparently punched 
by anti-tank grenades. 

“We do not trust them. We 
have to be ready for another 
attack,” Mr. Abdullah said. 

He charged the PUK rushed in 
“more than 2,000 reinforce- 
ments” during foe fighting while 
the fundamentalists had only 80 
fighters. But about 300 Islamic 
guerrillas arrived Saturday, most- 
ly from Raniya in the north where 

the fundamentalist movement is 

relatively strong. 


The PUK dismissed Mr. 
Abdullah ’s version, saying their 
fighters numbered for, for fewer. 

Ixd by Mullah Sheikh Osman, 
an Islamic, politician of over 80 
residing in Raniya, the Islamic 
Movement of Kurdistan emerged 
third in foe Kurdish general elec- 
tion held last May. But it did not 
win foe minimum seven per cent 
required for representatives in 
the 105-member Kurdish 
assembly. 


Mr. Abdullah said the fun- 
damentalists in principle were 
“against democracy and elec- 
tions, because an election implies 
that people can rule themselves, 
whereas in Mamie faith, it is only 
God who rules.” 

But, he said, his party took 
part so as “not to cause trouble 
for other Kurdish parties.” 

Mr. Abdullah charged the poll 
had been rigged — otherwise “we 
would have emerged first for 
second.” 

Asked why the PUK were 
against them. Mr. Abdullah re- 
plied: “Because their programme 
is against usl Becuase our princi- 
ples are Islamic and they are 
Manrist-Leninists.” 


Official urges U.N. guards for Somalia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
first senior U.S. official to visit 
the Somali capital of Mogadishu 
in 18 months is urging that 500 
armed U.N. security personnel 
be sent there to provide protec- 
tion for an emergency food airlift. 

A proposal to send the 500 
guards ran into a roadblock last 
week when a factional leader in 
Somalia’s civil war expressed 
opposition to the plan, thus rais- 
ing doubts as to whether the 
.security personnel coukl cany out 
ttieir . mission safely. . : * ... . 
-BurJames'Kimder; head of foe 
Office of Foreign Disaster Assist- 
ance, said the humanitarian situa- 
tion in Mogadishu is so desperate 
that the U.N. contingent should 
be sent anyway. 

Protected by about a dozen 
armed body guards, Mr. Kunder 
ventured into Mogadishu last 
Wednesday and saw “horrendous 
concentrations of human 
misery.” 

He said the objections voiced 
by one of the factional leaders. 


Mohammad Farah Aideed, to the 
United Nations security guard 
presence should not rule the mis- 
sion out. 

“I don't think that the world 
community can in good conscien- 
ce require that every participant 
in the conflict has to be on 
board,” Mr. Kunder said in an 
interview after his return. 

The U.N. Security Council last 
week authorised an airlift of food 
supplies but the f aleof the plan 
was left .up. in the air^after Gener- 
al Aideed made known his objec- 
tions! ' r ,j 

Some U!N. and' U.S. officiab 
are womed that U.N. Security 
Personnel might be sitting ducks 
if they are dispatched to the 
Mogadishu bloodbath. 

Mr. Kunder said one hospital 
in the capital is receiving between 
30 and 50 gunshot wound victims 
daily. 

Fifty. U..L ceasefire observers 
have already been sent to the 
country, where dan-based fight- 
ing has been going on for years. 


Hie United States dosed its 
embassy in Mogadishu in January 
1991 because of the unsafe condi- 
tions. Mr. Kunder is the first 
senior level offidal to visit the 
capital since then. 

Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, a Re- 
publican. was to have visited 
Mogadishu with Mr. Kunder two 
weeks ago but cancelled foe plan 
because of the security situation. 
Her visit to Somalia was limited 
to a central provincial city. 

The International Qnnnutfee 
of the Red Cross estimates, that 
1.5 'million So malis are in danger 
of dying of starvation over 
short term. The crisis in Somalia 
is considered far worse than in 
any other country. 

Mr. Kunder said the time for 
considering humanitarian in- 
tervention has long since passed. 
“It’s time to do it,’’ he said. 

He said a Red Cross network is 
feeding about 250,000 Somalis in 
foe capital two meals a day but 
many others axe not being 
reached. 


Clinton seen reasserting U.S. tilt towards Israel 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Democra- 
tic candidate Bill Clinton’s 
statements on the Middle East 
peace process suggest be would 
reassert a strong U.S. tilt to- 
wards Israel if elected presi- 
dent. 


process. Mr. Bush adopted a 
more pragmatic approach that 
many experts and diplomats 
say was crucial to reviving the 
peace talks. 

Against odds, Mr. Bush and 
Secretary of State James Baker 
nudged ancient enemies to the 


But some experts say Mr. 

be able to 


negotiating table last year for 
peace talks that now seem 


ers and speeches, has blasted 
Bush for “gravely harming" 
ties with Israel, a ting in par- 
ticular a news conference last 
September when Mr. Bush 
complained that his stand on 
loan guarantees was undercut 
by the pro-Israel lobby. 

Like ocher international 


Clinton would not 
reverse President George 
Bush’s more neutral pattern 
which now underpins a revived 
Arab- Israeli negotiating pro- 
cess. 

“U I’m elected president, I 
will never let Israel down,” 
Mr. Clinton told a Jewish com- 
munity seminar in Washington 
in June. 

The administration of for- 
mer President Ronald Reagan 
seemed almost blindly unques- 
tioning of Israel, Washington's 
closest Mideast ally, and never 
got anywhere with the peace 


poised to make substantive 
gains. 

But in the process, although 
Mr. Bush continued to assert 
an unshakeable U.S. commit- 
ment to Israel’s security, U.S. 
relations with the Jewish state 
deteriorated dramatically. 

This was partly because of a 
personal animus between him 
and former Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
also because he held up $10 
billion in loan guarantees 
needed to help absorb 
thousands of Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants. 

Mr. Clinton, in offidal pap- 


issues, Mideast policy has not 
received much attention in the 


1992 U.S. presidential cam- 
paign and so knowledge of Mr. 
Clinta * ■ ■ • - - 


linton’s positions is confined 
to what little he has said. 

“This administration has 
pressured Israel relentlessly to 
make one-sided concessions in 
the peace process,” foe Arkan- 
sas governor told the Jewish 
seminar without giving exam- 
ples beyond Mr. Bush's de- 
mand to halt settlements in 
Israeli-held Arab lands. 

Mr. Clinton accused foe 
administration of ignoring foe 
Arab economic boycott of 
Israel, although Mr. Baker has 


often raised foe issue with 
Arab leaders, and of focusing 
only on things Israel did with 
which the United States dis- 
agreed. 

He claimed Mr. Bush 
eroded Israel's security by sell- 
ing arms to Arab states and 
said he would oppose attaching 
conditions, like halting settle- 
ments in foe occupied territor- 
ies. to loan guarantees. 

But as the campaign heats 
up the Arab- Israeli peace pro- 
cess is not expected to develop 
ijor aivish 


curb settlements and acceler- 
ate negotiations with the 
Arabs. Last week on a trip to 
the region. Baker began what 
is likely to be a quick and easy 
job of repairing U.S.-Israel 
ties. Mr. Bush will cany it 
further by announcing a loan 
guarantee deal when Mr. 
Rabin visits his Maine vacation 
home on Aug. 10-11. 


lvisrve issue. 


as a major 

Mr. Clinton may gain with 


American Jews, a politically 
active community that could be 
an edge in a dose race, if be 
stresses what experts call a 
“litmus test” approach to 
Israel. 

But many analysts say Mr. 
Bush is likely to reap huge 
benefits from foe peace talks. 

Israel's new prime minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin, has acted to 


have attacked the Democratic 
Party platform and Mr. Clin- 
ton’s positions as too pro-Israel 
and are fearful where they 
would lead if he succeded Mr. 
Bosh. 


Samih Farsonn of American 
University said that while he 
foe “basic thrust of the 


expects 

peace process of continue 
under either candidate, the 
nuance Clinton will bring will 
be deddely pro-Israel and less 
sympathetic to foe Palesti- 
nians.” 



Nayef Hawatzneh 

Hawal 


ready to 
meet 


Israelis 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Nayef 
Hawatmeh, one of foe most hard- 
line Palestinian guerrilla leaders 
and an opponent of current 
Mideast peace talks, says he is 
willing to meet Israelis “anytime, 
anyplace,” a legislator said 
Monday. 

Hashem M ah amid, an Israelj- 
Arab parliament member from 
foe Communist Party, quoted 
Mr. Hawatmeh from a meeting in 
Tunis. Mr. Mahamid and other 
Israelis returned from the Tuni- 
sian capital Sunday. 

Mr. Mahamid said on Israeli 
Radio that he also met Yasser 
Arafat, chairman of foe Palestine 
Liberation Orgaanisation (PLO), 
during his trip last week. 

He said most Palestinians he 
encountered in Tunis believed 
“there is an historic opportunity 
(for peace) not to be wasted” 
since Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s June 23 election victory. 

Mr. Rabin's Labour Party 
favours “territorial compromise” 
whereas the previous right-wing 
Likud Party government objected 
to yielding land to foe Arabs. 

Bat Mr. Hawatmeh’s remarks 
seemed foe most startling to Mr. 
Mahamid. 

Mr. Hawatmeh’s organisation, 
the Democratic Front for foe 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), 
has been most outspoken against 
Israel. Although foe first PLO 
faction to call for recognising 
Israel, it has been blamed for 
some of the worst attacks. 

Thejjfordaniaitbonj Jin watt 
meh, 58,. has. also opposed .the. 
U.S.-t^kerad .peace talks laun- 
ched in Mardrid last October, 
maintaining foe Pales tinians liad* 

compromised on their demands 
for statehood by attending. 

Mr. Mahamid said that “foe 
PLO including all its factions, left 
and right, including — and I must 
point out — Nayef Hawatmeh of 
the Democratic Front, he said 
t h i ngs that I personally have nev- 
er heard.” 

When asked what Mr. Hawat- 
meh said, Mr. Mahamid replied: 

“That be was ready to meet 
any Israeli personality, anytime, 
anyplace, to put an end to tins 
situation existing for decades, 
that foe time has come now for 
dialogue.” 

Mr. Mahamid also said be 
heard “from everyone I met, 
without exception, that foe realis- 
tic solution they must reach is a 
Palestinian state alongside Israel, 
in other words that Israel is an 
existing fact. ... It seems to me 
tins is recognition.” 

Mr. Rabin objects to Palesti- 
nian statehood but has promised 
to work to implement an interim 
settlement of autonomy for 
Palestinians within a year. 

Israel passed a law in 1986 
barring meetings between Israelis 
and officials of foe PLO, and 
mandating a maximum three-year 
jail sentence. 

Mr. Mahamid said he was 
neither detained nor questioned 
about his Tunis trip. But one 
Likud legislator, Michael Eitan, 
was quoted on the radio as calling 
for a probe and for parliament to 
strip Mr. Mahamid of his. legal 
immunity so be could be put on 
trial for meeting Mr. Arafat. 
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For Iraq, just to be in Barcelona Is victory 


RARrELONA (R) - Two years to the day after the invasion of 

KKS ”feS2 S*-S*SS 

_ ,b presence at tie miss jon ^ Aathami 

if Vi,g3?d,7ln an interview published 

SujLtaT ■ irXSn^a breach °f the blockade against Ira, a 
Sunday, u rcpi«*u . situation our country is living 

the nine-man Iraqi team’s 
VfeJ^«orv7estures at last weekend's opening ceremony. It was 

^3 If^gression against anyon^hesa.d “At that 
not inten r°f r ^ of U.S. bombs falling on us 

he said. Asked how foe war had affected !hC h C 2 y £ pic 
teStfs preparation, Mr. Aathami said many athletes had been 
S -T^eighiifter, a jndoka and two wrestlers who could 
have been in BarSloua.” Many s^ro insrallano^ denied 

and sportsmen lacked proper food and medicines. Foreign 
in foe last two years w « 

competition.” Had his team talked to foe Kuwaitis ra foe olympn: 
village? “We have not seen them here. But we would have ao 
problem. We belong to foe same people, foe same rauntry. Mr. 
Aathami said. He said foe Iraqis had good relations with athletes of 
all countries, including those of foe United States, “who appreoate 
our effort in getting here.” 


Turkey to tame illegal gun making 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's long-standing illegal home-made 
weapons industry flourishing on the Black Sea coast is to be turned 
into a regional money-maker with government support, the 
Anatolia news agency said Sunday. About 150,000 skilled artisans, 
in foe region use obsolete machinery in makeshift workshops to' 
produce pistols, semi-automatic si dearms and hunting rifles sold", 
locally and in a fively cross-border trade in neighbouring Syria and J 
Iran. Two state-run organisations, the machinery and chemicals 1 
group Makrne ve Kimya Endnstrisi (MKH) and foe Management 
for Developing Small and Middle-Scale Industries (KOSGEB), 
will run foe project to produce legally 30,000 pistols a year in the 
Black Sea provinces of Trabzon, Gumushane, Rize and Artvin. 
“We want to boost legalised manufacture of good-quality pistols to 
strengthen foe region economically,” KOSGEB chief Saadettiu 
Karaerkek told the agency. “Our aim is to lay down foe regional 
sub -str u c t ure in precision manufacturing that can go on to produce 
scales, steelyards, motorcycles, bicycles, sewing machines, medical 
equipment and any spare parts that require precision,” he said. Mr. 
Karaerkek predicted that the region, where livelihood mostly 
depends on fishing and tea and hazelnut cultivation, would reap 
significant economic benefits from the weapons industry. 
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N. Korean minister ends Tehran visit 


NICOSIA (AP) — North Korea’s Foreign minister wrapped up a 
four-day trip to Iran Monday after discussions to coordinate views 
before next month’s summit of non-aligned nations, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. The visit by Foreign 
Minister Kim Yong Nam was believed to be foe highest-level visit 
by a North Korean official since U.S. allegations in March that 
North Korea had shipped Scud-C missiles to Iran, possibly for 
transshipment to Syria. Iran and Syria denied receiving missiles 
from North Korea, and after threats to intercept foe ship Dae 
Hong No, U.S. officials finally said they could not prove foe cargo 
contained such weapons. Both countries are also watched closely 
by Western nations because of fears they might cooperate on 
developing nuclear weapons. Iran has also denied that it has or 
intends to develop nuclear arms. The Iranian news agency said Mr. 
Kim described his trip as “successful” and said “his talks with 
Iranian officials focused on coordination of Tehran-Pyongyang 
views in the forthcoming summit meet of foe Non-Aligned 
Movement to be held in Jakarta in September." Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati, wficr way pres e nt at the airport as Mr. Kim 
•departed, said organisations such as foe Non-Aligned Movement 
play an important' role in the shaping of the hew world order,” the 
[.news agency said. It said Mr. Velayati confirmed foal IranVand 
North Korea’s views are “harmonious on general issues to a great 
extent” and added foal the Indian minister of state for external 
affairs would soon visit Tehran on a similar mission. 


Mugabe under fire for remark on Jews 


HARARE (R) — Zimbabwe's President Robert Mugabe is facing 
a barrage of condemnation from opposition parties and local the 
Jewish community for describing white farmers as “hard-hearted 
Jews.” At a rally two weeks ago, Mr. Mugabe criticised white 
fanners in the drought-stricken southwest for not letting peasants 
graze their cattle on their land. “These people are now behaving 
like Jews, hard-hearted Jews,” he said.- He repeated the remark at 
another rally last week which was attended by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s representative in Harare, Ali Halftneh. 
Mr. Mugabe expressed surprise at foe reaction to his comment, 
saying he .believed Jews were hard-hearted because successive 
Israeli governments had refused to give up land seized from Arabs. 
“If Mr. Mugabe meant to draw an analogy between foe commercial 
farmers’ reluctance and foe Israeli government’s stubbornness to 
give up occupied lands, he should have gone into more detail,” foe 
independent Sunday Times newspaper commented. “It is not the 
statesmanlike thing to do.” 


Ex-hostages blame British Airways for ordeal 


PARK (AP) — - Frenchmen taken hostage two years ago by Iraq at 
Kuwait City airport held a brief demonstration Sunday to press 
tbeir demands for recompense from British Airways, which they 
bold responsible for their ordeal. “Visit Iraq with British Airways” 
read a banner stretched m front of foe British Airways countre at 
Charles de Gaulle airport where about 20 demonstrators gathered. 
The group faults British Airways for making a stopover in Kuwait 
on its flight from London to Malaysia despite tbe “extreme 
tensions” m foe region. Iraq invaded Kuwait on Aug. 2. The 364 
passengers, including 65 French, aboard the British Airways flight 
were attained by Iraq, with some of them transferred to strategic 
^es m Iraq where they were held for up to three months. On July 
Zi, foe protest group took its case to a Paris court seeking 
reparations. Dr. Paul Meriet of Nantes, who created a defence 
association for foe ex-hostages, said they are seeking damages plus 
indemnities corresponding to foe loss of bdggage, medical cfaecfc- 
ups and reimbursement to foe French government for money it 
extended to them. 
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Dr. WaHd AlMasri 675485 

Dr. Nidal Al Dahleb 692625 

Rm pharmacy 661912 

Rerdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Aswna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shm cisani pharmacy 637660 

DtHD: 

Dr. AD Al Omari (— ) 


Food Control Centre 

GvQ Defence Department 

CSvfi Defence Immcriialr 

Rescue. — 

OvO Defence Emergency 

Rescue PoBce ..... 192,621111, 
RrtBi 
Blood 

Highway PoBce 

Traffic Po&ce 


637111 

661111 


623101 

AbdaB Telephone Repairs ..... 661101 

Jordan Tdevisioa — 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 660100 

Jordan E lec t ricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric P ow e r 

Company 636381 

RJFBgnt I nforma t i o n 08-53200 

Queen AEatoL Airport. 08-53200 


ZARQA: 

ZanjaGovt. 

QnSinH 
AHfflona Modem Hospital 

BHDs 



TT. rnirmm flnanatnl 

n—n noyia , 


Greek CafaoicHockri 
i Hospital... 


BnAlNsbml 


P abtic Security Depa r tment 

Hold Complain is — 

Price CompJaiBts ... 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.. 

Amman MunidpaEty 
Complaints— ......... 

Telephone Information 

(directory aaris t ajm.) 

Overseas Calk 

Central Amman Telephone 


630341 
■ v.. 199 
637777 
892228 
775121 
843402 
896390 
-00321 
605800 
661176 


HOSPITALS 


AQABA: 

Princes! 



XTS35 
17:45 
1W5.— 
1M8 


■ — London ( 

Cano) 

' Fra nk fort ( 

Tomato, Montreal j 

— Vienna! 


14sl5 

i*38 ; 

W*8 


......... Bonn, Rome f 

Cairo ( 

Riyadh | 

. Bucharest ( 


OIW Flight* (Terminal 2 ) 


Ibya Hospital .. 


— (03)314111 


1331 

I4tf8 


2M5 .. 


Cairo ( 

Riyadh | 

Beirut (! 

B uc harest ! 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

KhaK Maternity, J. Amo 
Akilefa Maternity, J. Ana. 

Iabri Amman Maternity... 

Mafias,!. Amman 

Palestine, Shmetsani ....... 

S h atcaam Hospital ... 
University Hospital 


897467 

7S711J 


ALMuasterHosatal 
; AbdaB . 


_ 121 
010230 


Tbe hbrnic. 

Al-AMi, AbdaB 

lia&n, Al-Mabajreen ..... 

Aj- Bashir, J. Askrafleh 

Array, Maria — 

Owen Aha Hospital 

Anal Hospital 


. 813813/32 
.. 644281/6 

— 642441/2 
...642362 

— 636140 
.. 664171/4 

— 669131 
...B4S845 
667227*' 

. 66612707 
.. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
89161 1/15 
60224030 
-.674155 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Royrt Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


Uns mfonna ri on h mp fiBod by Royal 
Jor dani a n (KJ) bdUmttioa depart- 
ment at tbe Queen ABa lotenuoohal 
Airport Tel. (08)53200$, where it 
should always be verified. 


8*38 

12*8 


Amsterdmii^Ncw^rt ( 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

ifcW ..... Jakarta, Koala Lampnr(RJ) 


IMS Paris, Brnsaohj 

ttSI Geneva. Madrid i 

UOS Frankfort/ 

OM Cam,’ 

- London! 

2ti38 ... Jeddah I 

2L45 Bahrain, Doha ( 

ttU Lamacal 


22345 


— Abe Dhabi, Dnbai( 

KnataLompm, Singapore | 


^H_.!T.L a, £S 

Banana 500/450 

Banana (Mnkammar) 550/ 500 

Beam ... 550/36 0 

Cabbage 90/50 

Carrot 24V 200 

Cauliflower 2601200 

fra thmaim) 120/80 

Cacmnbera(min) 210/150 

§56 *~ - £}& 

— - 750/650 

Marrow (for*.) U»/l« 

M«nw («nall) 300 / 250 

Onion (dry) 130/90 

Odea (green) 13® 100 

Oranges 450/400 

Peaches 550 / 500 

Plums immmm 580/300 

JWtefaot) 220/160 

foper (TO) 160/120 

|Q«o. 180/ 120 

SwwtMelon 200/150 

Tomato 70/40 

Watermelon ........ 7»30 


r - 
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Jordanian suppUesjisfailmted 
• to Chechen republic clinics 


GROZNY (J.T.) — Medicine 
and other relief supplies contri- 
buted by Jordan to die auton- 
omous republic Chechen- 
Ingushetia ere being di s tribu te d 
to various hospitals and health 
dimes in the capital Grozny and 
other parts of the country, 
according to "Abdul 
Abbat£,_ secretary generalofthe 
Hashemite Charitable Or gymwa^ ■ 
tkm which sponsored tbeCcoo- 
tribation. _ 

v The people .and the leaders of 
die Chechen republic have voiced 
their deep ~appreaatiori for this 
generous contribution, which ar- 
rived in Grozny Friday, said Dr. 
Abbadi. 

. He said that the 16.5 tonnes of 
medicine donated by the orga- 
nisation, together with medical 
supplies donated by Jordanian 
banks and pharmaceutical com- 
panies in Jordan, arrived intbe 
Qiecben-ingusbetia Repnbbc on 
hoard a special military plane. 

• The value of the supplies sent 
■to Grozny was estimated by 
-Jordanian officials to be JD 
.150,000. Dr. Abbadi, who is Lead- 
ing the team of Jo rdanian officials 
On board the plane that carried 


tiie supplies said the shipment, 

‘ arrival at Grozny was farititatrd 
through the efforts of tho Russian 
authorities. - 

■ Residents of the -Chechen re- 
, public . totjd ,-;the_ Jordan . News 
Agency, Petra, that the moral 
j y^c.offhc jnedicalOTppfic ^u ^ 

Abbad^rakf ^that th& shipment. 


ties betw^n the ^ 

the Oiechcn Ingush -people. 

He sudjlbat the Jordanian de- 
legation accomp an ying him to 
Grozny has conducted talks with 
local officials on bflateral coop- 
eration in cultural and economic 
fields. The shipment of medical 
aid to Chechen-ingushetia is the 
second of its kind to the former 
Soviet republic and comes dose 
on the heels of another shipment : 
which- the Hashemite Charitable 
Organisation sent to the Somafi 
refugees hj Yemen fleeing their 
civil-war tom nation. 

The Hashemite Charitable 
Organisation had earlier sent 
other aid shipments to Sudan, 
Bangladesh and Bosnia Heizego- 


Muscat stock official leaves 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of Muscat Stock Market 
Mahmoud Ben Mohammad A1 Jarwani has left Amman following 
a several-day visit during which be met with Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh and Central Bank of Jordan (GBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Saeed A1 Nabulsi. Mr. Jarwani also held talks with 
Amman Financial Market (APM) Director General Umayya 
Touqan and reviewed with him scopes of cooperation between 
AFM and Muscat Stock Market. 

Jordan participation at Arab scientific meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan wOl take part In the meetings of the 
Arab- Scientific Council for Community Medicine due to open in 
Damascus Wednesday. The council will discuss in its two-day 
meetings several issues related to specialisations in community 
medicine. Jordan’s delegation to die meetings will be headed fay 
Secretary General of the Ministry of Health Adrian Abbas and 
will include as members vice- presid ent of the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology (JUST) Saad Hijazi and Dr. Faiouq 
Shakhafra of die Medicine Faculty at the University of Jordan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listing s are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
die daily Arabic /mss. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tone and place with the ' concerned institutions. 


! ^ entitle ^‘EspI^NK Sdchce^ at 

« j*.|« ... .... . 


■fr The lecture by Frederic Imbert, professor of oriental lan- 
guages at the French National Resource Centre at Rouen 
entitled “Ancient Arabic Iu sct ip t l ous of Jordan** at ACOR at 
7 pun. wffl be Tuesday (today), not yesterday as reported. 
Very sorry for wasdag yoar petroL 
☆ Lecture, f~ Arabic, codded “Ihe Roots of National Thou^tia 
the Arab Heritage and a Future P e rsp e cti ve** by Dr. Harem 
Mushtaq, professor of philosophy at the University of Baghdad, 
at the Sdentttk and Cidtreul Centre of AbdalHameedSbonma 
Foundation — 6 pun. 


Mouth-watering produce 
likely to dry up pockets 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Jordan .Times 

AMMAN — There’s a cot for 
stretching out. A stove for 
making tea. Plenty of shade for 
staring at earn while a radio 
rolls out Arabic tunes 24- 
■ hours-a-day — selling water- 
. melons is an easy job. 

But not in 1992. 

Peddlers of this succulent 
; trade are not only inhaling 
. fumes from the increasing 
; number of cars on- Amman’s 
; streets but also struggling with 
? stiff competition and plummet- - 
"mg prices. 

“Born among melons” 23 
yea*s ago, Ghaleb Mahmoud 
: Ibraimn says 1992 is his worst 
ebusiness year. 

As the aroma of melons 
ripening in the heat wafts 
"■ through the obiqnitous orange 
.lent, Mr. Ibrahim concede he’s 
;“not going to sell all these.” 

• Sitting in the shade, he com- 
; plains that fewer people are. 
•buying^his melons, becoming 
•cheaper by the week, 
i Mr. Ibrahim says he expects 
;to earn JD 500 this season, 25 
;per cent less than years past, 
c His operation annually costs 
i about JD 700, of which JD300 
;is for the permit (JD 200 is in 
^deposit ensuring waste and 
i produce regulations are fbl- 
;iowed), JD 200 for the tent and 
■JD 200 in transportation and 
■other expenses. 

T Tm not going to cover my 
[costs, 1 ’ he says, waving a hand 
•over Ids “office” where 1 to 
.lQ-kilogrammes green and* 
[white striped melons lay stack- 
ed. 

. Part of the reason is in- 
jereased competition. 

- According to the Amman 
Municipality Central Market 
director, Abdul Rahim Al 
Abbadi, 160 permits for the 
June-December melon season 


have been issued so far this 
year. This compares to the 
total 183 licences allowed last 
year. 

Mr. Abbadi could not give 
exact 1992 figures but says the 
municipality expected more 
sellers by December. It is 
issuing bceoces to pretty much 
anyone who qualifies. 

“We are giving out so many 
permits because there are so 
many watermelons j” Mr. 
Abbadi says, adding farmers 
need as many outlets as possi- 
ble. 

Throughout Amman, from 
circles to shopping centres, 
Jordaanas and Egyptian, some 
schooled from ec on omics tor 
fiteratme,i sell these fruits rich 
in vitamin A and C that are 
eaten raw or {tickled. 

“It’s the only job I could 
find,” says 30-year-old Egyp- 
- turn Mohammad Azhari, who 
says he has a BA. in Arabic 
literature. 

Having started in May, Mr. 
Azhari earns about JD 80 a 
month, “losing many” water- 
melons that sat in the sun too 
long. 

Like many sellers, Mr. 
Azharfs prices have dropped 
because of overproduction 
from a minimntn 15 fils per kg 
in years past to four fils nowa- 
days, dependi n g on quality. 

According to Mr. Abbadi. 
500 to 600 trucks dafly dump 
two tonnes of watermelon each 
at the* Central Market, where 
many peddlers buy their pro- 
duce. That’s 12 mini on kgs of 
watermelon, and if priced at an 
average of 80 fib per kg in 
retail, it is a whopping 
JD96.000 a day business, ur, if 
there were 200 sellers by De- 
cember, each would earn 
JD 480 a day. 

But the figures are only on 
paper. Merchants compete 
with shops, freelancers, over- 


Projects from roads to security centre 
announced during multi-ministerial visit 


IRBID (Petra) — A group of 
eleven government urimsteis, led 
by Deputy Pri m e Minister and 
Minister of Education Tbougan 
Ai Hindawi, vwted tbe. Bani 
Kmaneh district m tbe nprtbeni 
regions of Jordan pn. Monday 
where tbeymetParlftmehtmein- 
ben from die local <y nsti t ni enrics 
and heads et mumapal and VB- 
- lage councJ&itTSty ms c msrd ser- 
vices and projectsfor tfieir areas. 

Hie ministera of higher educa- 
tion, tourism, labour, posts and 
communications, public works 
and housing, water and irriga- 
tion, interior, health, social de- 
velopment and the minister of 
state, first stopped at Haxtha. 

The local people’s requests" 
were presented by the town 
mayor and a number of notables. 

- Minister of Pnhhc Works and 
Housing Saad Hayel Al Sroor 
announced that hb minist r y was 
now opening- a public works 
! office supplied with madrinery to 
a new agncudural road along the 
i Yannouk River. He said that 
JD100.000 has been allocated to 
finance tins vital project to be 
implemented in cooperation with 
the Jordanian Armed Forces. 


America, Japan 
open doors to 
Jordanian tiles 

By Cm * fma 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
marble tiles will soon decorate 
many American and Japanese 
homes. These markets have 
opened following Jordan's parti- 
cipation In an international tile 
exposition held in Chicago in 
June. No Jordanian manufacturer 
had ever participated in any mar- 
ble show and manufacturers did 
not think there was a market for 
their product, in the United 
States. 

However, Export Trade Ser- 
vice Jordan, an export service 
funded by USAID and operating 
with the Jordan Export Develops 
meat and Commercial Centres 
Corporation, initiated a query to 
its office in the United States 
winch indicated that there was 
indeed a market for Jordanian 
nimble mid specifically for time- 
stone for the nextfour yean, said 
Naye f Stetiefi; export - specialist at 
ETS. ' 

The office also suggested that 
Jordanian manufacturers partici- 
pate in the largest tile exhibition 
in North America. The United 
States office paid for booth space, 
purchased a mobile display unit 
for tire show, and planed prime 
articles in leading tile magazines. 
Advertising, and promotion were 
initiated by both ETS offices and 
used successfully before and after 
the exhibition. , 




Tbougan Al Hindawi 

He said that other roads in the 
district will be opened in the 
c o u rse of a plan to expand the 
country’s network of agricultural- 
roads which so far have cost the 
treasury tins year JD7D0.000. 

Health Minister Aref Al 

Batamrii told the mee ting that 

the Bam Kinaneh district inha- 
bited by nearly 60,500 people, 
needs a hospital to be established 
next year. The Australian gov- 
ernment has suggested that a 
100-bed hospital be set up with 
Australian help' in Amman and 
die Health Ministry has suggested 


that it be built at the Bani 
Kmaneh district instead, added 
Dr. Bataineh. 

Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Samir Kawar said that toe 
Irbid govemorate suffers from 
water shorfages largely doe to the 
leakages in the network. The 
ministry is c ur rentl y doing repair 
work to the network and water is 
-being pumped to Irbid from the 
Al Aqeb artesian wells. 

- The minister of interior said 
that it has been derided to set up 
a security centre in the Bani 
Kinaneh district and a tender for 
the project will soon be 
announced. 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Amin Mashaqbeh said that 
a centre for jtbc re h abil itati on of 
the dumb and deaf will be set up 
in the district by the middle of 
August and studies will be con- 
ducted on the prospect of setting 
up a community centre in coop- 
eration with the Queen Alia So- 
cial Welfare Fund (QAF). He 
said the Ministry of Social De- 
velopment, is currently offering 
monthly assistance totalling 
JD14.7Q5 to 689 needy families in 
the Bani Kinaneh district. 


3,000 travellers now allowed 
to cross bridge to West Bank 


Leaks at Irbid mosque first 
fixed before restoration 


IRBID (J.T.) — Members of a 
committee entrusted with restor- 
ing the tombs of Prophet Moham- 
• mad's companions and mosques 
in the Kingdom Monday in- 
spected Irbid Grand Mosque and 
the surrounding area. 

Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Izzeddin Al Khatib Al 
Tanmni was quoted by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, as saying" 
that toe process of restoring the 
mosques will be conducted in two 


The first will include fixing 
leaks in the roofs of the mosque 
before winter starts. The second 
will entail a more comprehensive 
'restoration project to preserve 
toe Tsinmir heritage in the mos- 
que, the *ninrct*T said. 

Irbid Mosque was built in the 
Ottoman era and was restored in 
1939 during late King Abdullah 
Ben Al Hussein’s reign. The res- 
toration process at the time in- 
cluded replacing old poles and 
adding iron bridges to toe ceiling. 
The minaret afad tbe sdironfufirig 
waif &oe also added in the pro- 
cess! The mosque wa£ 'expanded 
i again in 1946. 

Stone archs and the mosque’s 
western wall were built in 1955. 
As a result of these unplanned 
expansions and additions, spaces 
and cracks between the older 
parts of the building and the 
newer ones started to appear, 
causing leaks in winter. 

The committee .was formed in 
response to instructions by His 
Majesty King Hussein, who made 
cash donations to finance the 


restorations of shrines in toe 
Kingdom. Mr. Taminri, who was 
accompanied on the visit by De- 
puty Prime Minister and Trans- 
port Minister Ali Suhchnat, Pub- 
lic Works and Housing Minister 
Saad Hayel Surour and several 
Lower House of Parliament 
members,' said that the commit- 
tee's visits to Irbid Grand Mos- 

S ie come in response to King 
ossein’s desire to keep the mos- 
que in good conditions and to 
developing the tombs of Prophet 
M ohamm ad's companions. 

Tbe companions of the Prophet 
had led the Islamic armies a gainst 
the Byzantine forces in the Mid- 
dle East region in the course of, 
the Islamic fi ghting a gains t the 
foregin domination of the region. 

Last Jnne, King Hussein 
announced that be was malting a 
personal donation to finance tbe 
restoration of the shrines in the 
Kingdom. 

In a message to Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker on June 
9, tiie Klng said he would follow 
up the r e s to ra tion work of all 
sacred tombs and various mos- 
ques built on the burial places of 
Prophet Mohammad's compan- 
ions. 

King Hussein said he was con- 
tributing JD50.000 to the restora- 
tion of Irbid Mosque and several 
other shrines around the King- 
dom. 

Also, the Ministry of Awqaf 
has already made plans for JD3.5 
million to be spent on toe restora- 
tion of the shrines and for toe 
renovation of mosques. 








Che ep and pl entiful — good for customers bat not for seOera 


sated Ammanis and the sun. In 
addition, according to Mr. 
Abbadi, die first . shipment of 
watermelons in June sold for 
JD 1,000. The - price now is 
JD90. 

“Farmers are now selling at 
a loss because of the oversupp- 
ly,” Mr. Abjiato said, criticis- 
ing die absence of coordination 
between the government and 
the fanners of the cental and 
northern valley and the eastern 
part of the country. 

In general, 1992 was a good 
year tot fruits and vegetables 


.partly because the COW winter 
Skilled insects and the Ministry' 
bf Agriculture has teen reg- 
ularly spraying pesticides, the 
'agriculture .minister was 
quoted as saying in the local 
.press. 

But since the Gulf crisis Jor- 
dan has also lost its regional 
export market: Jordanian 
watermelons, renowned for 
their sweetpess, cost about JD 
5 per average sized melon in 
the Gulf states. 

Lebanon has also stopped 


importing Jordanian produce. 

But watermelon sellers are, 

as likely to disappear from the 
Amman landscape as these 
antiquities' of agriculture dating 
back more than 4,000 years.' 
Despite rotten business, water- , 
melon sellers said they are 
determined to stick around. 

“This is the worst year I’ve 
had,” said Abdul Razzaq, who 
has sold melons in Amman for 
at least 30 years. “But it’s the 
only business I know. I will be 
.back next season.” 


SOUTH SHUNEH (J.T.) — 
Travellers across tiie King Hus- 
sein Bridge on tbe River Jordan 
will be allowed to cross into the 
West Bank at the rate of 3,000 a 
day starting (Tuesday), according 

to a Foreign Ministry's Palesti- 
nian Affairs Department 
announcement. 

Hie Israelis who control the 
passage of Palestinian visitors to 
toe West Bank, and tiie Gaza 
Strip announced on Monday that 
only 1,000 people were to be allowed to 
pass claiming that the bridge was 
undergoing maintenance work. 

Meanwhile a group of Lower 
House of Parliament members 
Monday paid a visit to toe King 
Hussein Bridge to study tiie situa- 
tion there following Israeli mea- 
sures to delay the crossing of 
Pal estinian travellers to tiie occu- 
pied Arab territories. 

Tbe deputies, members of the 


House’s Palestine affairs commit- 
tee, met with travellers and 
Jordanian government officials.' 
They were briefed on the situa- 
tion and the procedures for cros- 
sing. 

The visit of Bassam Haddadin, 
Abdul Aaz Jaber, Ztyad A bn 
Mahfonz and Mohammad A! Haj 
followed reports that Israel was 
drastically reducing the number 
of Arabs allowed to cross into toe 
occupied territories. 

Adel Irsheid, head of tbe De- 
partment of Palestinian Affairs, 
apealed to the World community 
to intercede with Israel to ease 
tbe human saffering resulting 
from Israel’s actions. Mr. Iishdd 
said Israel has not been abiding 
by an agreed summer quota that 
allows more than 22,000 people 
to cross the bridge heading to toe 
West Bank weekly. 

Following toe inspection, Mr. 


Haddadin said that toe .deputies 1 
cafi at toe bridge was to examine 
first hand tiie situation. After 
touring various sections of the 
bridge, station and terminal, be 
said that the Jordanian officials 

were trying their best to offer all 

possible services to those arriving 
in Jordan or travelling to the 
West Bank. 

He condemned Israel’s delay as 
arbitrary measures that can only 
cause suffering to toe Palestinian 
people. 

In 1990, Jordan and Israel 
agreed through the U.N. Trace 
Comndtee to allow up to 4,000 
people daily for five days a week 
with an additional 2,000 to cross 
on Fridays. 

The quota was limited to toe 
summer season starting May 15 
until Sept. 1, when bridge traffic 
usually is swollen by viators to 
the West Bank. 


Saraireh: Major telephone projects 
planned for off-the- hook districts 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Posts 
and Communications Ministry 
plans to announce a number of 
tenders to carry out communica- 
tions projects next year in areas 
that lack telephone services, 
according to Minister of Posts 
and rnmrnnniBrtin TK J amal Al 
Saraireh. 

Tbe minister, speaking during 
a tour of the Jeisah district, said 
that the difficult economic cona- 
tions the country faced in the past 
has prevented tbe ministry from 
implementing these plans. Tbe 
government is now giving doe 
attention to communications 
questions and is intent on im- 
plementing major projects in the 
coming year, the minister ex- 
plained. 

The government has allocated 
JD 9 milli on to finance an elec- 
tronic telephone exchange for toe 
Jerash district with a capacity of 
1,500 telephone fines covering 
Jerash city and its neighbouring 
regions, the minis ter noted. 

He said that once tiie Mafraq 
communications project has been 
completed the Jersah district 
would be supplied with an addi- 



Jamal Saraireh 

tional 2,000 telephone lines. 

The meeting was attended by 
heads of municipal and village 
councils in the Jerash district who 
discussed the needs of their re- 
spective areas postal and tele- 
phone services. 

The Ministry of Posts and 
Communications wOl establish a 
central post office in Jerash next 
year and will modernise post 
offices in the villges wi thin the 
Jerash district, said Mr. Saraireh. 


At present, Jerash has its own 
telephone services, but are lack- 
ing in toe surrounding villages, 
said toe minister who conducted 
inspection tours of all post offices 
and communications centres in 
■the district. 

Preference in providing ser- 
vices will go to those regions that 
telephone services, with attention 
being turned to those areas 
served with semi-automatic tele- 
phone exchanges, toe minister 
added. 

Jerash representative at toe 
Lower House of Parliament De- 
puty Issa Remoum voiced Bis 
constituency's population’s 
appreciation of the government’s 
concern. The heads of tiie load 
councils attending the meeting 
thanked the government’s 
efforts. 

The minister’s tour took him to 
Musherifeh, Balila, Knfor HH1, 
Asfour, Jarrara, Burma, Jerash 
refugee camp, Kafir, Mostaba 
and other villages and population 
-settlements. 

He was acco m panied by toe 
ministry secretary general Abdul- 
lah Al Jazi and other officials. 


Italians to deliver 4,200 tonnes 
of rice to Port of Aqaba 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On Wednes- 
day a cargo of 4,200 tonnes rice 
will be delivered at the port of 
Aqaba to tbe Jordan Ministry of 
Supply, to be distributed in the 
country. It is just the first of four 
tranches shipped by the Italian 
authorities through bilateral 
cooperation — toe final amount 
being some 18,000 tonnes, 
according to a press release from 
the Iahan embassy. 

4 

This kind of cooperation was 
decided in toe aftermath of the 
Gulf crisis to help Jordan face toe 
influx of some 300,000 returnees. 

It is only one of the various forms 
of cooperation by which Italy 
contributes to tbe recovery of the 
Jordanian economy, whose ba- 
lance of payments suffers from a 
traditional structural deficit 


winch has been largely increased 
due to growing population and 
respect of sanctions against Iraq. 

Jordan is a priority country in 
tbe Italian economic engage- 
ments towards the Middle East. 
Besides such elimentary aid, Italy 
and Jordan agreed upon a bilater- 
al protocol concerning the 1991- 
1993 technical and financial coop- 
eration programme, which pro- 
vides a global allocation of grants 
of some 60 million dollars. A list 
of projects — some to be com- 
pleted and others to be started — 
has been decided: training in 
handicraft, graphic arts, monu- 
ment and mosaic restoration, and 
sanitary projects are only some of 
tiie many fields involved. 

Training on handicraftship, 
grab pic arts and monument and 
mosaic rstoration is vital to Jor- 


dan, because it creates the pre- 
conditions to development of 
tourism — a valuable source of 
foreign currency. This is why 
Italian cooperation has been and 
still is working in this direction. 

At toe same time, Jordan will 
soon benefit from soft loans — 
about 40 million dollars — 
allowed by the Italian govern- 
ment to the Jordan authorities to 
finance an import programme 
winch matches national p lanning . 

The Italian government 
attaches great importance to in- 
creasing tbe effectiveness of bi- 
lateral and multilateral coopera- 
tion and to working together with 
Jordan in coordinating and up- 
dating it according to toe current 
needs and requirements of the 
economy. 


Greek Orthodox church slams Israel 
for desecrating sacred land property 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
Greek Orthodox Church and 
community condemned Israel’s 
continued violation and desecra- 
tion of holy places in Jerusalem 
and other parts of the occupied 
territories. It also dammed the 
demolition of Orthodox churches 
and the seizure of Greek Ortho- 
dox estates for Israeli military or 
civilian use. 

The head priest of the Ortho-, 
dox church in Amman, Father 
Costantine Karmash, appealed to 
die world community to help end 
the violations, toe latest, the de- 
molition of die Ascension Church 
on Tory Mountain, east of the 
holy city. 

Father Karmash described the 
destruction and pillage of Greek 
orthodox churches and property 
as part of a general Israeli design 
to obliterate Islamic and Christ- 
ian holy places in Palestine before 
Judaising die whole land. 

In reviewing a number of 
Israeli violations. Father Kar- 
mash said that churches and 
church estates in Bisan, Tiberias, 
and other parts of the Galilee 
were confiscated Under pretext of 
security. 

He said that recently Israel 
demolished tbe St. George 
Church at Birket Al Saltan Dis- 
trict in Jerusalem and built a 
night club. Another acts included 
transforming the Russian chur- 
ches in the Galilee and Jerusalem 
into government offices, said 
Father Karmash. 

A mummy in Jerusalem was 
also seized by the Israeli author- 


ities to die mined into a Women’s 
prison, near the Damascus Gate 
of the walled dty. 

Father Karmash said that vio- 
lence committed by toe Israelis 
covered religious leaders, (Hie of 
whom was the bead of a church in 
Nablus and was murdered by 
Jewish extremists. The extremists 
also murdered two nuns in Alan 
Karim town near Jerusalem, be 
added. 

Father? Karmash said that the 


Israelis had stolen valuable 
manuscripts from St. Catherine 
Church in Sinai and demolished a 
cross and other relics at the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

Father Karmash said that the 
Israeli authorities had confiscated 
a number of church-owned land 
in Haifa, Affaleh, -Ramlefa, Knfr 
Kanna and Nasareth and settled 
Jewish immigrants on the confis- 
cated land. 


Advertisement Text No. (89/92) 

ECONOMIC CONSULTANT WANTED 

Due to the expansion of its income-generation programme, the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) now seeks the engagement, on a six-month contract 
of a. competent Economic Consultant, with versatile up-to-date 
knowledge of the macro and micro-economics and the market 
and business trends of Jordan. 

The incumbent should be articulate in both spoken and written 
English, initiative-driven, result-oriented and able to: 

1 . Carry-out market/marketing research on certain sectors/areas 
of business for possible credit assistance. 

2. Advise the field relief and social services officer and income 
generation officer on economic trends in the Jordan market 

3. Assess the economic feasibility of income-generation pro- 
jects. 

4. Provide on-site technical economic advice to staff and project 
; loan beneficiaries wherever required In the Jordan field. 

Those who are Interested are invited to send their 
up-to-date resume's with sanies of their research 
work to Mr. Mahmoud Abu Al Ruzz, Income- 
Generation Officer at UNRWA’s Jordan Field Office, 
P.O. Box 484, Amman-Jordan* 
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Water on track 

THE TALKS the Turkish foreign minister held in Damascus 
with Syrian leaders over the weekend wiD hopefully save the 
day for the two neighbouring countries over the recent 
statement by the Turkish prime minister, Suleyman De- 
mire!, on water rights from the rivers of Euphrates and 
Tigris. Demird was drawing a parallel between Arab ofl 
reserves over which Turkey has no right and water that 
flows from Turkey into Syria and Iraq over which he also 
maintain ed Syria and Iraq had no rights. In so doing 
Turkey was making a comparison between incomparable 
situations as under international law riparian states have 
rights to water from international rivers but have no 
equivalent rights to oQ reserves that belong to Syria, Iraq 
and the rest of the Arab oO countries in North Africa and die 
Golf region. Now that the Turkish foreign minister has 
made amends during his visit to Syria and seemingly 
accepted to put the water issue in proper perspective, there 
is no reason whatsoever why the bilateral relations between 
Turkey and Syria cannot once qprin be put on die right 
track. As long as international law and good neighbourly, 
relations between Damascus and Ankara can be the basis for 
establishing and maintaining such relations, there is no limit 
to developing a more solid relationship between the two 
countries and even budding more constmcdve ties in the 
future. Needless to* say that the importance of friendly 
relationships between Ankara on one hand and Damascus 
and Baghdad on the other hand cannot be overemphasised. 
There Is little doubt that the rest of the Arab capitals would 
view strained relations between Damascus and Baghdad and 
Ankara because of a dispute on water rights with great deal 
of anxiety. The sooner this water rights issue is resolved 
amicably and lawfully, the better it would be for the entire 
Middle East region. 

Can’t be ambivalent 

THE ARAB World appears to be ambivalent on the conflict 
in Yugoslavia without an apparent coherent policy in spite 
of the fact that the outcome of the unfofating cri^s may have 
Ear reaching impfications for the various Arab states. The 
Bosnian situation in particular 4s alarming in view of the fact 
that the ethnic and national conflicts between the Bosnians 
on one hand and the Serbs and Croats on the other have 
developed along religions grounds, something that is re- 
miniscent of the religious wars’ era in the past. In the midst 
of toe confusion that has surrounded the straggle to. break 
op Yugoslavia into several mini-states, it feas become 
forgotten that the Muslims of Bosnia are the purest of all 
Slavs in toe former Yugoslav federation and that nationally 
and ethnically they are an integral part of the Slavic peoples 
in the area. The fact that they are also Muslims by faith and 
religion need not distort their belonging to the grader Slavic 
nationality. It is absurd of the Serbs and Croats therefore to 
regard their fellow n a t io n al s the Bosnians as some sort of 
aliens simply because they belong to another refigian. This is 
where the drama in Yugoslavia rests, and when and if there 
is a more enlightened approach to that problem on a more 
sound basis, there would be an opportunity to address the 
whole Yugoslav crisis. The senseless bloodletting that still 
goes on between the Serbs and Bosnians especially has got to 
stop and both the Islamic and Arab warkte have got to pool 
thrir resources and ingenuity to int e rv e ne in a positive way 
with a view to first stopping the carnage in former 
Yugoslavia and then to direct their attention and diplomacy 
on toe entire situation there with a view to contributing 
constructively to the conflict. Hfl this point in time there is 
no sign that either the Islamic World or the Arab World has 
even begun to treat the crisis in that country with the degree 
of seriousness that it deserves. It is about time they did. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES" 

AL RAT Arabic daily Monday discussed the planned American- 
Kuwaiti military exercises, accusing the Bush administration of 
trying to reassert itself and ensure a second term in office for the 
president through more adventures abroad. President Bush is 
intent on pursuing all efforts and plots aimed at toppling Saddam 
Hussein. His actions give the American public the imp res sion of a 
race between him and the Iraqi president towards winning the 
November elections, said the daily. In trying to confront Saddam 
Hussein and Bill Clinton, Mr. Bush is trying to launch a new 
adventure abroad, to commit more atrocities like destroying 
factories, roads bridges, mosques and churches as well as water 
and electric power installations, added the daily. It said that the 
present preparations on the part of the enemies of the Arab 
Nation should offer the Arabs a chance to rediscover their real 
enemies and should prompt them to join forces in the face of 
common threats. The paper said that the Iraqis are facing the new 
aggression or threats of aggression with dignity and honour, 
unlike their adversaries who are launching shameful acts. It said 
that Mr. Bosh’s lost for more killings and more atrocities is 
motivated by the desire to sit in the oval office for a second term. 

BY THE end of the summer, the Arab and Israeli negotiators 
will have embarked on yet another round of talks in the bilateral 
and the multilateral levels of the peace process, said Sawt Al 
Sfeaab daily. But, the paper noted, Mr. Rabin’s recent statements 
about the prospects of peace, to be achieved in exchange for land, 
do not give any cause for optimism as was displayed by president 
Bnsh and the European Community leaders. Indeed, for the 
Arabs, Mr. Rabin and his declared policies do not represent a 
novelty in the long-term Israeli strategies and practices, said the 
paper. It said that Mr. Rabin’s settlement programmes, which 
Mr. Shamir had planted as an obstacle to toe peace process, are 
not altogether deplored by Mr. Rabin, nor is toe new prime 
minister of Israel dear about toe exchange of land for peace in 
-implementation of U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. 
Mr. Rabin is not making any substantial changes that would be 
really different from the Shamir government’s strategies, despite 
toe fact that the peace process was originally based on the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions and despite toe Arab parties’ 
open declaration of their desire to reach peace, the paper pointed 
qpt. • • ' . 


U.S.’s selective pursuit of noble objectives 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


The well-known writer and jour- 
nalist Eiskfae GbSders wrote toe 
following: “The mendacious 
claim by western leaders that 
their demands at the United Na- 
tions ‘the support of the whole 
international community' recalls 
toe days of Europe’s feudal 
barons. They too would wain 
their seifs to behave, to accept 
conscription into the barons’ new 
war, or be deprived of seeds, 
medicaments, the very means of 
livelihood. And tbe serfs knew 
the local IMF could be told not to 
lend anyone displeasing the 
baron. But the rich lords always 
claimed in royal councils that the 
peasants were loyal and con- 
tented. And then one day, the 
peasants revolted.” (Jordan 
Tunes July 4, 1992). 

It may be recalled that at the 
inception of the United Nations 
and for a long time thereafter, the 
U.S. was dominant in toe orga- 
nisation and could steer the poli- 
cy of the member states and 
therefore their vote in toe Gener- 
al Assembly or fa the Security 
Council. For example, it was due 
to the great pressure from the 
United States administration, ex- 
erted on the small member states, 


that toe General Assembly Re- 
solution 181 (Q) on the partition 
of Palestine was passed on 
November 29. 1947. This press- 
ure is amply and fairly described 
by tbe American Jewish author 
Alfred Lilieatoal in his book ti- 
tled “What Price Israer*. 

With the increase of toe num- 
ber of the new independant 
states in tbe 1960s, as members of 
the United Nations, and the prog- 
ressive influence of the then 
Soviet Union, which had sup- 
ported them financially and mili- 
tarily in their struggle against 
colimalism, U.S. influence waned 
and could no longer wield the 
same power in the United Na- 
tions as it did previously. Indeed 
many of those new states adopted 
a more or iess non-aligned policy. 

This waning influence was parti- 
cularly felt ill the U.N. General 
Assembly where there is no veto 
right as in the Security Council. 
Thus it happened that many re- 
solutions were often passed 
against the opposing votes of the 
U.S. and even of the western 
states. As a result, the U.S. Con- 
gress voiced concern over this 
development and consequently 


stopped or reduced h$ contribu- 
tions to toe' United Nations’ 
budget until, they said, adminis- 
trative and financial reforms 
would be introduced in tbe Un- 
ited Nations.. Moreover, the U.S. 
cared less and less for toe United 
Nations deliberations, very often 
exercised toe ri gh t of veto in toe 
Security Conncfland some of the 
American leaders treated the Un- 
ited Nations with contempt. 

* With foe demise of toe Soviet 
■Union it appears that toe situa- 
tion, as far as the United Nations 
is concerned, reverted somewhat 
to the status ante 1940s and 
1950s. Power .is again concen- 
trated mainly in the U.S., as the 
virtual head of toe new world 
order which was first mentioned 
in President Bush’s speech deli- 
vered on March 5, 1991 in the 
aftermath of the Gulf war. On 
another occasion, he declared 
th at the approaching new century 
will be another American cen- 
tury. The western powers gener- 
ally follow the lead of the U.S. 
Russia, which has occupied toe 
seat of the ex-Soviet Union in the 
Security Council will not oppose 
the U.S. as it is in dire need of 


financial assistance to enable it to 
stood .on its feet Already tbe 
U.S. and the western powers 
have poured, trillions of dollars 
into the Russian coffers . and the 
other members of tbe Common- 
wealth of Independent States. • 

Thus, the soAalled new world 
order is in effect dominated by 
toe U.S. as die sole superpower. 
Ih the absence of a counter 
weight power, such as toe Euro- 
pean Community or Japan -or 
China, it is feared that this new 
world order might become despo- 
tic and impose virtually a new 
colonialism - over weaker and 
poorer states.. 

The U.S. and its western allies 
are now trying to impose market 
economy on Third World conn- 
tiies although the special dr- 
cumstances of some of them do 
not allow them to absorb such 
economy (witness for example 
the confusion reigning in the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States and toe enormous difficul- 
ties met by them in their en- 
deavour to apply the principles of 
market economy). The imposi- 
tion of market economy, as being 
tbe only valid economy contra- 
dicts the need for pluralism by 


certain economic and social 
societies as each society has its 
own particular drannstances aim 
requirements and its s pecifi c 
tore. Yet, if some countries do 

not adopt market economy, they 
will be harassed and subjected to 
and financial pressure 
through tbe World Bank or tote 
IMF/both of- which are domin- 
ated mainly by the U.S. for mst- 
ance, no financial assistance ^ will 
be considered, no loans will be 

S ted and toe .scheduling of 
s will be refused. 

It is true that the U.S. seeks to 
disseminate in Third World coun- 
tries principles of democracy and 
liberalism. These are mdeed de- 
sirable and laudable objectives 
but the U.S. is very often selec- 
tive in its pursuit of those objec- 
tives. On the one hand, it sup- 
ports and encourages the applica- 
tion of those prindpies m 
country, but keeps quiet with 
regard to another which is ruled 
by a nonrdemocratic regime or 
even by a despotic one 

The Palestinians have suffered 
from this selective policy, favour- 
ing Israel, whenever a complaint 
was raised in the United Nations, 


its organs or specialised agencies 
such as toe ILO. UNESCO or fa 
its committees against Israelis in- 
human practices in the occupied 
Palestinian territories. It is jfa 
very few cases that the U.S. has 
ever voted against Israel in the 
different United Nations fora. It 
ha* never called upon Israel to 
apply -tire democratic process to 
tote Palestinian inhabitants of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, a 
although tbe United Nations and 
hundreds of toe world states, 
including Britain and France, rec- 
ognised the inalienble rights of 
the people of Palestine and their 
right to self-detenninatioD. 

During the summit meeting of 
the members of the Security 
Council held on January 31,-1992, 
King Hassan of Morocco told the 
participants: “We cannot visual- 
ise the establishment of a new 
world order while the Arab 
World is still suffering from a 
tragedy which has endured for 
almost fifty years namely the 
tragedy of toe Palestinian people 
who is deprived from exerostng 
his national rights, who is in the 
diaspora and whose history and 
identity are being obliterated.” 


Scythe of death cuts through Somalia 




By Reid G. Miller 

The Associated Press 

BAIDAO, Somalia — Huge eyes 
stared blankly from the wizened 
faces of toe doomed, the very 
young and very old who would 
die this day or toe next of starva- 
tion and illness. 

“That one there, and that one. 
They will die. It's too late to save 
them.” 

The words came unemotionally 
from Anita Ennis, 33, an Irish 
nurse, as she pointed at two tiny 
victims of war and drought at a 
feeding center in Baidoa, central 
Somalia. 

Ms. Fnnis has sees a lot of 
death, and steels herself against 
it 

But there is anger in her, anger 
.at what she sees as a tardy,, 
inadequate response by toe rest 
of toe world to toe tragedy en- 
gulfing Somalia. 

By U.N. estimate, 1.-5 million 
people are in imminent risk of 
dying of hanger in Somalia and 
4.5 million more are near toe 
edge of starvation. 

That means virtually everyone 


fa this largely desert nation in the 
Horn of Africa has fallen victim 
■to a disaster predicted by U.N. 
and other experts as long as 10 
months ago. Yet only on July 27 
did toe U.N. Security Council 
authorise massive relief, and it 
will fake weeks for the aid to start 
flowing. 

The Security Council acted 
only after Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali chastised it for 
focusing too much on “a rich 
man’s war” in Yugoslavia. 

Nobody can say how many 
people have died fa Somalia, but 
Peter Stocker of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross puts 
the number in the hundreds of 
thousands. Total deaths in 
Yugoslavia are reported to be at 
least 17,500, possibly up to three 
or four times that. 

Mr. ■ Stocker ,'U.N. officials 
and others say they cannot give a 
precise figure for Somalia, or 
even a good rough estimate, 
because clan warfare bas kept 
them out of large parts of the 
stricken country. 


All agree, however, that the 
tragedy is approaching ^ toe scale 
of toe famine that JaDed more' 


“Virtually 
everyone in this 
largely desert 
nation in the 
Horn of Africa 
has fallen victim 
to a disaster pre- 
dicted by U.N. 
and other ex- 
perts as long as 
10 months ago.” 


JC— 


than 1 million people fa Ethiopia 
in 1984-85. 


_It already is proportionately 
bigger. Ethiopia has a population 
oi about 50 million, many times 
that of .So malia 

“The difference here is that we 
don’t have any rock stars singing 
about it,” said Mohammad 
Sahnoun, the U.N. special envoy 
to So malia . 

He referred to a globally tele- 
vised concert that helped focus 
international attention on the 
Ethiopian crisis and brought an 
outpouring of donations. 

If toe rail scope of Somalia's 
tragedy cannot tie known, it can 
be seen in Baidoa, once an argj- 
cultural centre of 60,000, pour 
. peopled mostly by toe displaced 
and hungry- 

Dr. Siad Musa Aden, 38, .a 
native of Baidoa who -works for 
,toe U.N. Children’s Fund, said 
300 to 500 people were dying 
daffy in and around toe town, 
most of them children and toe 
eldei$&, . •• . . 

“This is not _ the Baidoa I 
knew,'”" Dr. Aden said. “It is a 
city -of graves and refugees:”: - 

Most permanent residents fled 
when former President Moham- 
mad Siad Barre and the remnants 


of his army occupied toe city a 
. year ago. 

Mr. Barre and his men were 
chased out of Mogadishu, toe 
capital, by rebels or toe United 
Somali Congress in January 1991, 
but continued a hit-and-run war 
in the central, southern and west- 
ern regions of toe country. 

Rebel soldiers caught up with 
Mr. Siad Barre in April, forced 
him out of Baidoa anti pushed 
him and his men westward 
Kenya. The former dictator final- 
ly fled across the border and took 
sanctuary briefly in Nairobi be- 
fore befog granted political asy- 
lum in Nigeria. 

The Red Cross began flying 
. food to Baidoa two months ago, 
but hardly enough: Hundreds of 
new people walk, stagger or crawl 
to toe city every day. About 
40,000 have arrived since Mr. 
Siad' Barre fled. 

“Every morning, we find eight 
to dO bodies outside toe gates of 
every one of the 22 feeding cen- 
tres, saicLMs. Ennis, one of two 
• muses worioag in Baidoa- for 
- Concern, an Irish charity. “I 
counted 17 yesterday just along 
toe path I take to work. There are 


bodies in toe bush and oo the 
roads leading into town; people 
who couldn't get this far. And we 
know that people die in their huts 
and homes and we never see 
them." 

They also die in toe feeding 
centres, each of which serves 
more than 1,000 people up to 
four times a day, depending on 
need. 

As Ms. Ennis spoke, a waff 
came from a corner of the open 
grounds of toe U.N.-sponsored 
Isha centre. A child had died. 

“That makes five today,” die 
said. 

It was only noon. £■ 

Food is not tbe only thing 
lacking in Baidoa. Before they 
left, Mr. Siad Barre’s men wreck- 
ed toe water supply and toe elec- 
trical system, ripped the tin roofs 
from nearly all toe braidings and 
stripped toe town bare. 

A U.N. technical team arrived 
a few weeks ago to assess 
Baidoa’s needs. $ 

• “A technical team" Ms. Ennis 
' exclaimed. “My God,' we don’t 
need a survey we want help now 
— food, water, seeds. “God, we 
need so much and we need it 
now.” 


New York’s Metropolitan 
exhibits Islamic art of Spain 


By Joanne L. Nix 


WASHINGTON — A historic 
exhibition of Islamic art has 
opened at The Metropolitan 
Museum fa New York. It is toe 
first large-scale attempt to bring 
Spam’s rich Islamic heritage to 
toe American public. 

The exhibition, “Al Andalus: 
toe Art of Islamic Spain,” which 
opened July 2 and will run 
through September 27, has been 
described by the news magazine 
“Tune” as “toe best introduction 
of Spanish Islamic civilisation 
ever set before a general audi- 
ence by a museum.” 

The exhibition traces toe influ- 
ence of Islam from 711 A.D., 
when Arabs and Berbers crossed 
toe Strait of Gibraltar and began 
to establish a Muslim empire on 
the Iberian Peninsula, to 1492 
and toe surrender of Mohammad 
XII of Granada to Ferdinand V 
of Aragon and Isabella of Castile. 
“Al Andalus” is toe Arab word 
for Spain. 

Not modi Islamic art survived 
the Christian era after the 16th 
century. Much of the bronze and 
gold of that era was melted down, 
jewels removed from their set- 
tings, manuscripts burned, tex- 
tiles left to rot, and pottery 
smashed. 

To present the largely over- 
looked Islamic culture and 
chronicle its influence on Euro- 
pean history, the organisers of 
the exhibit brought together for 
toe first time masterpieces- of tbe 
Spanish Islamic tradition now in 
collections throughout Europe, 
Russia, North Africa, the Middle 
East, and toe United States 1 . Fea- 
tured are approximately 100 
works of ait from 14 countries 
and nearly. 60 institutions, induct- 
ing Spam's museums, monaster- 
ies, mid cathedral treasures. 

A larger version of “Al Anda- 
lus" was shown last year in Spain 
at tbe Alhambra — a complex of 
hills, palaces, gardens, fortifica- 
tions, towers and royal chambers 
on a windy hUl overlooking Gra- 
nada. The show was toe first 
exhibition ever to take place 
among the corridors and cour- 
tyards of the Alhambra, and the 


first exhibition organised abroad 
by The Metropolitan Museum. 

Mahrukh Tarapor, assistant 
director of The Metropolitan 
Museum, and Metropolitan 
Director Philippe de Montebello 
headed toe Spanish and Amer- 
ican team of museum directors, 
conservators and more than 20 
scholars that organised the shows 
in Granada ana in New York. 

This exhibition, which was five 
years fa toe making, says Mr- de 
Montebello, “bears witness to the 
brilliant Islamic culture that was a 
lent force on toe Iberian 


Mr. de Montebello described 
Spain's Islamic era as “an imprint 
whose influence was felt as far 
away as Northern Europe and the 
New World before the frag- 
mentation and dispersal erf a uni- 
que artistic culture. Only now can 
we begin fully to explore this 
magnificent Islamic legacy.” 

It was Mahrukh Tarapor's idea 
to open “Al Andalus 4 ’ in toe 
Alhambra. “In 1987 the Spanish 
minister of culture was at toe 
Metropolitan,” she said. ”1 
showed him the Islamic galleries 
and pointed out that we don’t 
have much (Islamic art) from 
Spain. That’s how it began." 

“It is not an easy thing to get a 
national monument to house an 
exhibition of art created for it,” 
said Ms. Tarapor. “This exhibi- 
tion happened because the time 
was right." 

More than 300,000 tourists vi- 
sited the Alhambra exhibition in 
Granada Last spring, she said. 
Since its opening Jiffy 2 in New 
York, toe Metropolitan exhibi- 
tion of “ Al Andalus” . bas 
attracted more than 3,000 visitors- 
a day. 

Although toe Alhambra setting 
cpuld not be dnpticafad in New 
York, representative architecture . 
and sculpture have recreated the 
palace's atmosphere in toe Met- 
ropolitan. . . " 

The intricate wooden ceding 
that race covered the Alhambra’s 
Tone de las. Damns (women’s 
tower), is a highlight of the show. 
Its frame fa filled by ornate octa- 
gonal designs ana a wheel of 
geometric lobes centered by a 
star. 


“Important manuscripts were 
donated from Morocco, Egypt 
and Turkey,” Ms. Tarapor' re- 
ported. “The most imposing ob- 
ject, in terms of scale and size, 
was a magnificent 10th century 
ablution basin from Marakesh. It 
had been made in Cordoba and 
subsequently transported to 
Morocco,” she explained. 

From toe great Mosque in Fez 
came two magnificent bell lamps 
weighing more than 800 kilog- 
rammes. “They were captured 
from Christian churches and 
taken to Morocco during the 11th 
or 12th century. There they were 
converted into mosque lamps," 
Ms. Tarapor said. 

Other memorable objects are 
an 11th-century fourlegged 
bronze griffin riddled with bullet 
holes, which was discovered in 
Pisa, Italy, and a 14to century 
Alhambra vase with handles like 
angel wings. 

The finest achievemets in ivory 
workmanship from the early cen- 
turies of Islamic rule under the 
Umayyad Dynasty are on display. 
There foe opulent textiles, arms 
and armour, whose designs were 
later copied in churches and syna- 
gogues, and a pendant with toe 
inscription “Ave Maria Gracia 
Plena," flhistratfagthe fatercnltu- 
ral aspect of Islamic Spain, espe- 
cially during the later years of 
Muslim rale. 

Two editions of a 464-page 
catalogue, in English ana m 
Spanish, published by the Metro- 
politan Museum of Ait and Edi- 
tions El Viso, Madrid, accom- 
pany the exhibition. There will 
also be a documentary video that 
will be distributed worldwide. 

Organised by New York’s Met- 
ropolitan Museum of Art and toe 
Patronato of the. Alhambra and 
Generalife, under toe joint pat- 
ronage of the Junta of Andalutia, 
toe Ministry of Culture, and the 
Ayuntamiento of Granada, the 
exhibit was sponsored by Banco 
Bilbao Vizcaya. Additional sup- 
port came from the 'William Ran- 
dolph Heaist Foundation, tire 
U.S. National Endowment of the 
Humanities and toe Federal 
Council on the arts and toe 
Humanities — United States In- 
formation Agency (USIA). 


Islamic presence, influence 
growing in U.S. 


WASHINGTON — The influ- 
ence of Islam and Muslims con- 
tinues to grow in the United 
States, bnt the American Mus- 
lims must be more active in prom- 
oting toe understanding of Islam 
within the country, according to 
two Islamic- American leaders. 

Vincent Joseph Cornell, assis- 
tant professor of religion and 
Islamic Studies at Duke Universi- 
ty in Durham, North Carolina, 
who fa a convert to Islam, and 
Imam Wallace Deen Moham- 
mad, a spokesman for Human 
Salvation, discussed Islam in 
America dpring two recent 
USIA-sponsored teleconferences 
with Dhaka and Islamabad. 

“One of the problems of our 
commimity overall, in terms of 
political effectiveness, is that we 
are a very dispersed, diffuse com- 
munity. There aren’t very many 
communities... or many cities in 
America where Muslims com- 
prise a significant part of toe 
population,” Mr. Cornell said. 

“In American interest group 
politics, you’re only important n 
you have a large enough number 
(of members) to affect elections 
of officials," Mr. Cornell said. He 
then noted that “one group of 
Muslims is becoming very in- 
fluential, and that is the African- 
American Muslim community 
that fa united behind im»iw Wal- 
lace Deen Mohammad." 

It is thanks to his efforts, Mr. 
Cornell added, “that for tbe first 
time,... I think we really have the 
opportunity to affect the political 
outlook of certain communities in 
many, many ways." • •" 

Hie pointed out that the in- 
fluential Jewish community in toe 
United States “tends to be con- 
centrated numerically in major 
centres of population,” such as 
New York Chicago, Los Angeles; 
and because of their strong con- 
centrations in these areas, “they 
can be very influential” in the 
entire country. 

On toe subject of anti-Muslim 
prejudice on the part of some 
Americans, Mr. Cornell blamed 
both “a complex world” and the 
lack of understanding by Amer- 
icans of other cultures, as well as 


By M. C. Jasperses 

a lack of balanced media 
coverage. 

Nonetheless, Mr. Cornell said 
t here are changes fa perception 
occurring. “The influences are 
incremental influences. I can't 
really say that they are major 
yet 

He cited Bosnia as an example 
of a Muslim community which 
has made a difference in influenc- 
ing perceptions and politics. The 
latge Bosnian Muslim community 
in Chicago has heightened aware- 
ness of the problems in Bosnia to 
such a point, Mr. Cornell said, 
that presidential candidate Bill 
Clinton “has actually made a 
statement about Bosnia, in 
which, for the first time, he said 
that he could foresee a situation 
in which ‘American troops would 
go into Bosnia to save the Bos- 
nians, and particularly the Mus- 
lims of Bosnia, from massacre bv 
the Serbs.”. • 

.To understand what malmg a 
daferew&in U.S. thinking, Mr. 
CorndP said one must remember 
that “politics fa America is a 
• numbers game. You really have 
to have toe numbers (of people) 
to have toe influence. If there fa a 
constituency in the United States 
of voters who are big enough to 
be noticed by people in power, 
then their ideas will be listened 
to," Mr. Cornell added. 

Imam Mohammad argued 
however, that “you can stiff have 
good influence, wide influence" 
even though your numbers are 
not great,’ if you jofa with -other 
small, groups to Create a broader 
base. • . A " .. - vf- 

.train hopeful that indigenous 
Muslims, .blades, African- Amer- 
lcans will- join more” with other 
soups. Imam Mohammad said. 
^W e, ar e improving- our reda- 
tuwmps and are working with 
nationalists from India, from 
Pakistan, ■ mid other places out- 
side of America who are Muslims 

7 “i < ? ric ¥‘L and .V A - (L« 

Angel^) and other cities around 
toe country. * 

^We are getting involved, more 
more, m the question of what 
should be toe rple of Muslims fa 


American politics. We are discus- 
sing the problem of people suffer- 
ing in Kashmir, and other parts of 
toe world, especially Palestine,” 
Imam Mohammad added. 

He said he fa convinced that 
Muslims can make a difference fa 
American society: “I do believe 
that Muslim influence can be 
felt... that we will have some 
influence on foreign policy.” 

. Mr. Cornell agreed that Mus-£ 
liras are be ginnin g to be listened 
to, but added that “the important 
thing, I think, fa that we are 
becoming active, and Muslim 
groups are getting together — 
and see the necessity of becoming . 
active — as Islam fa more firmly 
established in America.” • 

. Mr. Cornell noted that one 
reason for erroneous American 
perceptions about Muslims fa its 
geo&aphic isolation from much 
of toe rest of the world. “Amer- 
ica is a huge country. (It) com- 
prises most of a continent (with) 
about 250 million people, and it's 
separated from the .rest of the 
world by two monstrous oceans." 

But toe negative attitudes ere--. “ 
ate “a cultural problem,” he said/ 

It comes from a lack of under- 
standing on toe part of many 
Americans that there are other 
alternatives out there.” P 

Summing up fas concern for ■ 
prejudice, wherever it may be, 
Mr. Cornell emphasised, “I have 
always felt that the greatest 
enemy to world peace is ignor- 
ance.* 


■*- “w auggcSlCU min m gaiu a 
sympathetic ear, Muslims ought" 

to take much more deliberate 
steps. As an example of a serious' 
effort to gam public support, he 
cttel Kuwaiti action poor to the 
coalition drive -to push Iraq out of 
Kuwait. Mr. Cornell pointed out 
that Kuwait hired one of the most 
prestigious public relations firms 
ra America to influence tov 
American public to back toe 
coalition forces amthm S^! 1 ^ 
Hussein. 

In short, Mr. Cornell addedjj 
M uslim s haven’t taken advan- 
tbe market of ideas” — 
United States Info rmation AgBB* 

(UsiA). 
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14 killed , 97 wounded in 
Kabul rocket barrage 


Little progress in solving Israel embassy bombing 


KABUL (R) — Fourteen people 
were killed and.97wotmded when 
dissident guerrillas rained rockets 
and m ortar bombs on the Afefaan 
capital Kabul on Sunday, govern- 
ment officials said. 

Defence Minister Ahmad Shah 

Masood, quoted by official Kabul 

Radio, said two transport planes 
at the airport were destroyed by 

twwnhardiM n t * — - i _ 



Yeltsin sends 
warship to Golf 

(Contfamed from page I) . 

efficiency in the economic and 
service sectors, but it gave no 
thither details. 

— Kurdish o fficial Sunday 
claimed that Kurdish guerrillas 
-fought off an Iraqi tank attack on 
village. 

- “The Iraqis advanced on the 
village of Imam Mohammad with 

.seven tanks and several azmoured 

personnel carriers which they had 




mountains on Saturday,” said 
Kudo Kasim, a leading official of 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), one of the major guerrilla 
groups opposed to the Baghdad 
government. 

The village is near Kalar, a 
town of 70,000 people, is about 
110 kilometres southeast of the 
Knrdish city of Sulaymaniyeh. 

. — A team of 22 ballistic missile 
experts was to start assembling 
Tuesday before travelling to 
Baghdad, die first group to test 
Iraq's latest pledge of a new 
chapter of cooperation with the 
United Nations. 

- U.N. executives would not give 
. the nationalities of die leader or 
" other members of the latest team, 

■ which will fly to Iraq from 
Bahrain. 

Most leaders of missile- 
inspection teams that have 
beaded to Iraq since the Gulf war 
ceasefire have either been Amer- 
icans or Britons. 

— Iraq denied Sunday moni- 
toring u.N. arms inspectors’ 
communications and trying to 
fool diem by pretending certain 
'sites were too polluted to be 
search(9f. - 

An official statement said Iraqi 
authorities gave U.N. teams' 
security mid all their logistical 
and ti»rhwir»i needs to cany out 
their missions. 

“The Iraqi informed source 
Hwmwwi as ridiculous American 
allegations about Iraq’s alleged 
bugging of U.N. inspectors’ com- 
munications*.. and on Iraq’s 
alleged efforts to mislead them,” 
the statement said. 

Information ministry officials 
said they believed the allegations 
had been reported by a UJS. 
television network. 

The Iraqi denial followed a 
three- week standoff with U.N. 
inspectors who were finally 
allowed to search the Ministry of 
Agriculture but left empty- 
handed. 

— U.S. marines staged a modi 
amphibious landing in Kuwait on 
Monday, kicking off month-long 
military manoeuvres in the emi- 
rate, a Kuwait spokesman said. 

“About 1,900 marines are 
landing from ship to shore,” said 
a militar y spokesman. 

More than 5,000 American 
troops wfl] be involved in three 
manoeuvres in Kuwait during 
August Another 120 personnel 
arrived list week with eight Pat- 
riot missil e launchers which they 
set up in a suburb of Kuwait City. 

The opposition A1 Qabas news- 
paper said on Monday many 
ordinary Kuwaitis had been con- 
fused by the arrival of American 
troops, which had actually fuelled 
rumours in Kuwait that Iraq may 
try another invasion. 

Iraq restated its claim to 
Kuwait on the second anniversary 
of its 1990 invasion, and a stream 
of rhetoric from Baghdad in re- 
cent days has left Kuwait jittery. 

Last week, the United States 
brought forward one of the exer- 
cises from Septwner, but Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney said the 
manoeuvres were aimed at cool- 
ing recent Iraqi confidence rather 
than provoking a response. 

— Hundreds of Iram refugees 
in Iran on Monday rallied at the 
offices of die United Nations in 
Tehran protesting military 
attacks by the government 
a gainst Iraqi Shiites in the south- 
em marshlands, the Iranian 
media reported. 

Tehran Radio and the official 
Islamic Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA) said the Iraqi protesters 
called for immediate UX action 
“to stop the genocide” and pro- 
tect the Iraqi people “against the 
endless aggressions of the reg- 

■ _ H 

uoe, 

lie news agency said the pro- 
t esters, delivered a letter to 
goGPCtmy^jeneral Boutros Ghah 
asking for U.N. protection. 
ngamst increasing attacks by the 
Tragi army on the population in 
the marshes. 


er last April. About 150 rockets 
and mortar bombs hit five re- 
sidential districts. 

; Mr. Masood smd die attack 
was carried out by the two fa> 
tibns of the hardline Hezb-& 
h dami party, , led by -Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and Mohammad 
Yotmi* gfytlw _. 

ik^kmed.^toil^atta^i 


Hawamdeh 

charged 

. (Continued from page 1) 

mismanagement and miaw of 
public office. 

Several deputies who spoke 
during : the Monday-Tftiesday aes^ 
don and : an earlier one on *§»* 
same subject last Monday under- 
lined’ this point by saying that 
many of their colleagues had their 
eye on their electorate rather 
than principles and legafity while 
discussing the case in the House. 

At the outset of die Monday- 
Tnesday session. Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat cautioned die de- 
puties that (bey should not bring 
m personal elements into their 
arguments and consider the ses- 
sion as judidaL 
Many deputies in the House 
are either former minis ters or 
senior officials who have served 
in the cabinets of Mr. Rifai, who 
was appo inte d prime minister in 
1985. Mr. Rifai resigned in April 
1989, following violent protests 
against fuel price hikes. 

For ah practical and technical 
purposes, the House acted in the 
capacity of a prosecutor-general 
and indicted Mr. Hawamdeh de- 
spite arguments by some deputies 
who are also seasoned lawyers 
that there was not enough evi- 
dence which would stand up in 
court against any of the three 
former ministers. 

The case in question deals with 
an 180-k0ometre stretch of a 400- 
kilometre desert highway be- 
tween A1 Jafr and the Iraqi bor- 
der. Hie investiga ti ons panels 
found that Mr. Hawamdeh 
ignored recommendations from - 
technical experts that the high- 
way be built with asphalt and 
went ahead to award the contract 
at JD35 million, thus causing up 
to JD20 millio n in loss to the 
treasury since an asphalt road 
.wonld have been cheaper. .■ 

The panel also found that the 
contract was awarded -despite a • 
parallel but lower offer from 
another Indian company. 

. According to the panel, Mr. 
Rifai and Mr. Odeh colluded with 
Mr. Hawamdeh throughout. 

The contract was completed 
and handed to the government in 
March 1991 except for some five 
kilometres which are being built 
now. 


By William Long - 

BUENOS AIRES — : More than 
four months after a terrorist 
bomb, destroyed the Israeli 
embassy in Buenos Aires, killing 
29 people and injuring more than 
200, Argentine investigators have 
shown little progress' m their 
efforts to break die; case. 

“I think tin* might be the per- 
fect crime,'” remarked an Argen- 
tine source, who has followed the 
investigation closely. “They kil- 
led 29 people, and we probably 
will never find out who they (the 
bombers) are.” 

Whether or not that proves 
true, it is now more frighteningly 
clear than ever how weD-planned 
and executed the March 1? 
bombing was, and how difficult it 
is for a country like Argentina, 
far from the bloody intrigues of 
the Middle East, to deal with this . 


I Blacks strike 

(Continued from page 1) 

Saturday, police said. Some black 
groups, including the ANCs 
man Made rival, the Inkatha 
Freedom Party, oppose the 
strike. 

The ANC and the government 
appealed to people to avoid vio- 
lence, -which has often erupted 
daring past strikes. A small team 
of United Nations monitors ar- 
rived Sunday to try to help pre- 
vent violence. 

The strike is expected to have 
limited impact with essential ser- 
vices unlikely to be interrntped 
and many businesses working. 

The ANC, the main black poli- 
tical group, realising the lade of 
support for the Mike, scaled 
down the action, ' originally in- 
tended to force Mr. De Klerk 
from power with weeks of pro- 
tests. 

Many blacks are disillusioned 
or apathetic over the political 
process to end white minority 
rale. Talks on a new constitution 
have had little rnipw* on the 
bleak life and ethnic violence in 
the black towships. 

With die economy in a third 
straight year of recession, many 
blacks were unwilling to lose two 
day’s pay and cause hardship for 
their families. Most companies 
have said strikers who do not 
report far work would not be 

paid. , .. ..n 

- The ANC ‘and its labour allies 
caUed the two-day -strike as part, 
of protests against chronic 
township . violence and a stale- 
mate in political talks. 

The ANC broke off negotia- 
tions with die government in June 
after the massacre of more than 
40 blades in the Boipatong 
township south of Johannesburg. 

The strike is seen as an impor- 
tant test of strength for the ANC 


kind of crime. 

The success of the strike 
against Israel, in a country where 
such a blow was unexpect e d and 
where authorities were unpre- 
pared to trace the carefully co- 
vered tracks of international ter- 
rorists, may give incentive for 
similar actions in the future. 

“These things are hard to in- 
vestigate,’’ the source said. 
“There is no evidence.” 

And just as there is no known 
sign of the terrorists, soon there 
will be no visible remains of the 
embassy. On a cold day last 
month, a wrecking crew was 
- finishing the work of the bombers 
in downtown Buenos Aires. 
Workmen with pickaxes were 
breaking down, the embassy's few 
remaining walls and a power 
shovel was scooping up debris in 
jumbled piles of brick , concrete 
and wood. 


Experts from the Mossad, the 
CIA and other foreign investiga- 
tive bureaus came to Argentina 
after the bombing to help in the 
case, but they all reportedly have 
gone home without providing any 
significant information. 

Investigators are said to agree 
that the bomb was a charge of 
plastic explosive carried in the 
bed of a Ford pickup that stopped 
on the .sidewalk outside the 
embassy. A watchman from a 
nearby building has said the vehi- 
cle was a light-coloured car, but 
that version has been discounted 
because scattered parts of the 
pickup were recovered. The fate 
of the driver is still unclear. 

A statement issued in Beirut 
the day after the explosion 
claimed responsibility in the 
name of Islamic Jihad. The state- 
ment said the embassy bombing 
was a snkzde attack by “Aba 
Yasser,” an Argentine who had 


^converted to Mam. 

No further evidence has come 
to light on the identity of the 
driver. A man using a presumably 
false Brazilian name, Elias Riber- 
k> da Luz, had purchased the 
Ford pickup from a used-vehicle 
agency, but investigators have 
not tracked him down. 

Prof. Ariel Merari, a Te! Aviv 
University expert on temorim, 
visited Argentina after the bomb- 
ing and told reports that the 
pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad or Hiz- 
boDah probably organised the 
attack with local support and 
explosives bought in Argentina. 
U.S. and Argentine officials have 
also voiced suspicions that Hiz- 
boliah was behind the plot. 

Prof. Merari said the interna- 
tional terrorists probably chose 
Argentina as the site after dis- 
carding countries where govern- 
ments are less friendly towards 
Israel and its allies, or where 


security agencies are better pre- 
pared ..for such attacks. Other 
considerations may have included 
the fact that Argentina has a large 
Jewish community, and that the 
Argentine government had 
broken an agreement to supply 
Iran with enriched uranium. Prof. 
Merari said. 

The Argentine Supreme Court 
opened a judicial investigation 
after four Pakistani citizens were 
arrested in connection with the 
blast. The case is still open and 
judicial aides continue to ques- 
tion witnesses, but the four Pakis- 
tanis have been released on their 
own recognisance, a sign that 
they are no longer regarded as 


suspects. 

Some newspapers have offered 
a ray of hope for breaking the 
case speculating that Monzer 
Kassar, a Syrian-born aims mer- 
chant who was in Argentina 
around the time of the bombing, 
may have information on the 
plot. 

Mr. Kassar, arrested m Spain 
last month, has been accused of 
supplying arms to terrorists but 
not of being a terrorist himself. 
He is wanted in Argentina for 
alleged fraud in obtaining Argen- 
tine citizenship, and he also has 
been linked to an Argentine 
drug-trafficking scandal — Los 
Angeles Times. 



FLAT TO LET NOW 

Reasonably furnished first floor flat in a 3-storey 
building in a very handy site in western Amman. 
It is on Mecca Street (off the 5th Circle/ 
Shmeisani), opposite Barq Supermarket. 

The flat has 3 bedrooms, one bathroom, large 
kitchen, containing the dining room, sitting room 
with T.V., glassed balcony. It is centrally heated 
with telephone and has a shared store room on 
top of the building. Parking facilities are avail- 
able. 

Rental required for: 

2 months JD 1,800 

3 months JD 2,200 
6 months JD 3,500 
9 months JD 4,500 
12 months JD 5,400 

If interested please ring owner at 711777 
On Tuesday August 4, and Wednesday 
August 5, morning 9-11:30, afternoon 3-8. 


WANTED 

PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

The American Embassy in Amman is looking for a 
professional translator. Must have excellent know- 
ledge of Arabic, ability to translate into fluent, 
idiomatic English, university degree, good working 
knowledge of current affairs, ability to work under 
pressure with precision and speed, and to work day 
and evening shifts on a regular basis, including 
weekends. Kurdish language capability highly desir- 
able. Suitable candidates will be asked to undergo 
translation . tests. Only qualified applicants need 
apply. 

Good package compensation offered. 

Interested persons may pick an application 
form from the Embassy and submit it with a 
recent picture to the attention of the Person- 
nel Officer. 

NB: Recent applicants need not re-apply. 

Deadline for receiving applications is August 16, 1992. 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE. RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND , RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 




■fr Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Sendee 

* Shoes repair -A- Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Upbolstry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821S5S, Fax 
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AQABA 


CfflNESEFOOD 

Open daily 

12*6-15*$ & 18-30 -23-30 

. Tel: 03-314415 


The lint & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
■ AhliyyahjGiris School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Mkhught 
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Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jafael Amman- 3rd Giide 
For Eaearratkm Tel Q5060 -1 


4 Rent S- Sale 

-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfurnished* 

- Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 


r CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
. Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight . 


The First Class Hotel in 

Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 

room...! 


IIAI'OTEL 


Amman - Tei 6681 93 
PO Bov 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 

* |00p|00 

Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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TAIWAN TOlfRISMO 

New managanent by 
Mr. Chon. D. NL 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

aba! Amman-3rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 
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RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skffled Chinese Chefs 


Open lUlWJU Ji 6:00- U-V duly 


Take away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


TaL 661922. Amman 


Bficc Tasted 
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Homentmen Lebanon 
ends visit after winning 6 
of 8 games in Jordan 

By Afeen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The men's and women’s basketball teams of 
Lebanon's Homentmen Club ended their week-long visit to 
Jordan Sunday during which they won six of eight matches they 
played against A1 Orthodoxi. A1 Jazireh and their host, Homent- 
men Amman. 

In the last matches they played before leaving for Beirut, 
Homentmen's women's team scored an overwhelming victory of 
80-29 over A1 Jazireh, while A! Jazireh won the men’s match in 
the final seconds 85-84. 

Homentmen Lebanon won the women's match depending on 
1 their coordination and superiour teamwork which enabled them 
- to build a commanding lead and play an interesting match. 

Although A1 Jazireh’s younger players were clearly no match for 
! the visiting team, they nevertheless put up a big effort to minimise 
‘ the difference but to no avail. 

A1 Jazireh led 7-4 in the sixth minnte. From then on 
Homentmen took the lead and went on to score depending mainly 
on short and fast passes which exhausted A1 Jazireb’s defence and 
caused tbem to commit many defensive foals. MireiUe Adjemian 
received excellent support from teammates especially playraaker 
. Taline Papazian and scored the most in the first half. A1 Jazireh 
could not score for 11 minutes as Homentmen won the first half 
38-12. 

AJ Jazireh improved their play in the second half as Tamara A1 
. Khadra and Hala Muheisen scored, especially after Homentmen 
lost the efforts of key player Viviane Sarkissian who was out with 
.five fouls. 

After a series of fast breaks and effective rebounding by Aline 
Cbalian, Homentmen widened the gap to 51-19 and 62-23. 

AJ Jazireh tried to coordinate their play to catch up but 
Homentmen's fast attacking play in the final two minutes enabled 
Gassia Khacherian and Vartoug Markarian to score as the visiting 
team won the match 80-29. 

The score in the men's match was very much closer as both 
teams played a fast match that kept the attending 200 fans 
captivated and waiting until the last second to know foe winner. 

Both teams were tied at 10-10 in foe sixth minute, however A1 
Jazireh got the lead after Jamal A1 Buheiri played as they led 
20-14 and 26-20 in the 13fo minute. With amazing rebounds and 
follow ups by Vicken Eskijian, Homentmen caught up and took 
the lead after a time out. They were leading 35-30 in foe final 
three minutes of the first half but a lot of personal fools on most 
players and no effective reserves enabled Al Jazireh to catch up as 
.Naser Darwish scored and ended foe first half 38-37 for Al 
Jazireh. 

A1 Jazireh led 47-44 before Homentmen scored 12 consecutive 
points to take foe lead 56-47 in the seventh minute. 

A1 Jazirch's Ghaith Ennabi and Samer Zananiri scored as A1 
Jazireh caught up at 61-58. Homentmen's Jack Nalbandian scored 
six consecutive points to push Homentmen to the lead 73-69 with 
six mintues remaining. 

Homentmen’s Khajag Baghdadian scored as Homentmen had 
foe lead at 80-77 before Baghdadian, who led bis team's fast 
attacks, was fouled out with less than two minutes remaining. 

A1 Jazireh’s Naser Darwish scored four points as A1 Jazireh 
regained the lead at 81-80. Homentmen's Levon Sermezian 
scored two points while key guard Vicken Eskijian was also 
fouled out. Al Jazireh's Darwish scored a free throw to lead 
83-82. Sermezian again scored two free throws to take Horaent- 
men's lead to 84-83 with 27 seconds remaining. The match 
became a battle of nerves. Homentmen missed a shot and AI 
Jazireh scored a point to win the match 85-84. 

In a post match statement to foe Jordan Times Homentmen’s 
head coach Hagop Khacherian saidfThere’s a big difference of 
' level of competition among the teams we played during our stay. I’ 
think most teams depended on the -individual skills of a few 
players and not the all-round play of a cohesive team." 

Commenting on the women’s match against Al Jazireh, 
Khacherian said: “We were able to adapt to all kinds of defensive 
tactics they applied but they couldn't adapt to our attacking 
tactics." 

The visiting team had defeated Al Orthodoxi’s women 78-50 
. and lost the men’s match 89-63. They beat Homentmen Amman’s 
teams twice with the women winning 44-18 and 56-16 and the men 
winning 5647 and 77-44. 


Athletes from new 
nations seek to put 
countries on the map 


BARCELONA (AP) — They 
came to the Olympics to put their 
Countries on foe map. 

Namibia and Slovenia weren’t 
at foe last summer games. Nor 
were Armenia or Estonia. Or 
Latvia or Lithuania. 

■ Now they’re the new Olympic 
countries on foe block. 

■ 'Some are even winning gold 
medals. 

-.At least 10 of foe world’s 
newest countries, the dye barely 
dry on their, flags, managed a 
medal on their first try.. 

- The Baltic Republics of Latvia 
and Estonia have medals. So does 
the former South African terri- 
tory of Namibia. And the ex- 
Yugoslav Republic of Slovenia, 
along with former Soviet repub- 
lics Belarus, Ukraine, Azerbai- 
jan, Armenia, Moldova, Kazakh- 
stan and Georgia. 

• And there might be more be- 


fore the games end next Sunday. 

The medals they won at foe 
1992 Olympics have given these 
fledgling nations a sense of 
national pride that even foe Un- 
ited Nations couldn’t when it 
accepted them as members over 
the past two years. 

“The whole country is celebrat- 
ing," Stasa Dailey of Slovenia’s 
Olympic delegation said Sunday 
after her country’s rowers se- 
cured a second and unexpected 
bronze for the nation. 

As soon as the medal was 
presented, the phone in the de- 
legation's office began ringing. 
And ringing. Fust, foe president 
called from Ljudljana. Then foe 
prime minister, and then in quick 
succession the entire cabinet, the 
athletes' families, their employers 
and teachers, journalists and just 
plain well-wishers. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HJRSCH 

£1991 Trtoune tMi Seroca. K. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


‘ft. I — As South, vulnerable, you 
‘hold: 

■#AQ4 9KQ72 CAQ96 *74 
The bidding has proceeded: 

■East South West . North 

U * Dbl Pass 1 * 

Pass ? 

|What action do you take? 

ft -2 — Aa Sooth, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

;*A10 710 OA0 +AKQJ9843 
•Tbe’bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

2 * 4 7 4 * Pam 

? 

What do you bid now? 

($.3— ‘Neither vulnerable, as South' 
you hold: 

*Q10&654 7AQ vA *Q963 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

X 7 Pass 1 # Paas 

.27 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K63 7AQJ85 0A4 *1092 
The bidding has proceeded: ' 

South Weal North East 
1 7 Pass 1 * Paas 

2 * Pass 2 NT Pass 
.? 

What action do you take? 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

#A4 7 J 10973 06 *AJ10S4 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart What 
action do you take? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q 7AJ7 C>A42 *AJ10964 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 2 * Fan 

3 * Pass 3 * Pass 


Christie throws down gauntlet 
to Lewis for relay showdown 


-Barcelona^ 


BARCELONA (Agencies) — 
Jackie Joyner-Keisee cruised to 
Olympic supremacy and proved 
she was the greatest all-round 
woman athlete in history. 

Linford Christie, the new 100- 
metres Olympic champion, said 
he wanted to be the greatest 
sprinter the world has ever seen 
and would Carl Lewis kindly step 
forward and allow him to prove 
it. 

Medals table 

BARCELONA (R) — Olym- 
pics medals table after the 
seventh day of competition 
Saturday (tabulated: Gold, sil- 
ver, bronze): 


Team 

cii 

United States 

Germany 

China 

Hungary 

Australia 

South Korea 

Spain 

Italy 

France 

Romania 

Britain 

Canada 

Japan 

Poland 

Cuba 

Czechoslovakia 

Turkey 

Bulgaria 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Brazil 

North Korea 
Estonia 
Greece 
Sweden 
Netherlands 
Belgium 
Yugoslavs 
Israel 
Latvia 
Austria 
Jamaica 
Namibia 
! Peru 
Slovenia 
Denmark 
Finland 
Mongolia 
Surinam 


G S B 

32 22 20 
17 19 18 
14 10 19 
10 15 8 
10 7 2 
6 8 6 
6 2 4 
5 0 0 
4 5 7 
4 4 12 
4 4 6 
4 3 3 
4 1 5 
3 7 7 
3 4 6 
3 2 5 
2 2 1 
2 1 1 
1 4 1 
1 2 3 
1 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 1 
10.0 
1 0 0 
0 4 3 
0 2 5 
0 12 
0 1 1 
0 1 1 
0 1 0 
0 10 
0 1 0-| 
0 10 1 
0 1 0 
0 0 2 
0 0 1 
0 0 1 
0 0 1 
0 0 1 


.Note: Two gold medals were 
awarded in foe women’s vault 
gymnastics. Two bronze med- 
als awarded in Judo finals. The 
bronze total of the CIS has 
been amended after light- 
heavyweight weigh tlifter Ibra- 
gim Sam ado v was stripped of 
his medal. 


“It’s my time now. He’s had his 
moment” Christie insisted Sun- 
day as he threw down the gaunt- 
let to the American world record 
holder. 

A showdown between the 32- 
year-old Briton and Lewis is on 
the cards for the Barcelona 
Games — American Mark With- 
erspoon’s torn adriHes tendon 
could bring the world champion 
into foe U.S. men’s relay team 
for an anchor-leg dash in next 
Saturday’s 4X100 metres final. 

U.S. head track coach Mel 
Rosen said: “There’s a good 
chance now that Carl Lewis will 
run the relay.” 

But Christie signalled he was 
ready for battle anywhere with 
the man who beat him in Seoul 
four years ago but failed to win 
selection for foe U.S. s pr in t team 
in Barcelonai 

‘Til be in Zurich, Cologne and 
Berlin," said Christie, at 32 the 
oldest Olympic 100-metres cham- 
pion. “If be wants to find me, he 
knows where I am ... we’ll meet 
before foe end of foe season.” 

The Olympic 200 metres title is 
widely regarded as a formality for 
American Michael Johnson but 
Christie prod aimed: Tm going 
out to win. TO be going just as 
hard as I did in foe 100.” 

Joyner-Kersee strolled through 
the final day of foe heptathlon to 
become foe first athlete to scoop 
a second consecutive gold in foe 
seven-discipline event. The 30- 
year-old American won with 
7,044 points and said she planned 
to .continue unto foe 1996 Atlanta 
Games. 

“I would like to finish my 
career on American sofl,” she 
said. 

The busiest day of the games — 
30 gold medals were at stake — 
saw a series of firsts. 

Belorussian Vitaly Shcherbo 
also wrote himself into history 
books. Competing with foe CIS 
team, he became the most suc- 
cessful gymnast at one Olympics 
by taking his gold medal tally to 
six in foe apparatus finals. 

Pae Gil-Sa took North Korea’s 
first Gymnastics medal, and their 
first Olympic title since 1976, 
while high bar winner Trent 
Dimas made his name as the first 
American gymnast for 60 years to 
win gold at a games unaffected by 
boycotts. 

Javier Sotomayor won Cuba’s 
first Olympic athletics title since 
1980 in a nigh jump com p et it ion 
in which the first five competitors 
tied on the same height for the 
first time: 

The CIS took the other two 
golds at stake, with Andrei 
Abduvaliyev leading a medals 
sweep in the hamme r and world 
silver medalist Elena Romanova 
timing her final sprint to perfec- 
tion in the women's 3,000'metres. 

Britain’s Jonathan and Greg 
Searle pulled off the rowing upset 
of the Olympic Regatta, denying 
Italy a third straight men’s coxed 
pairs title. Romania collected five 
medals on the last day of racing. 

Italy won their first Olympic 
road race cyclying crown for 24 
years when the least-known 
member of their trio, Fabio 
Casartelli, managed to burst to 
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GaO Devers of tbe United States celebrates ho- victory In the women’s 
100 metre, sprint at foe Olympic Games 


the front in tbe last 200 metres. 

South Korea's Cho Youn- 
Jeong added the Olympic 
women’s archery tide to her three 
world records and beat team 
mate Khn Soo-Nyung, foe Seoul 
gold medalist, into second place. 
Both burst into tears afterwards. 

It was an unhappy day for 
Olympic champion Paul Ereng. 
The Kenyan finished eighth and 
last in h» 800 metres semifinal. 

The eighth day of competition 
saw tbe CIS. heading the medals 
table with 32 golds. The United 
States was second with 17. 

Meanwhile foe International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) said 
Monday all 1,049 drug tests of 
athletes conducted at the summer 
games, including 100-metre sprin- 
ters, have been negative. 

“As of this morning there is no 
positive test,” IOC official 
Michele Vercfier^ tq)d .reporters, 
citing, a rcport 'from tbei IOC- 
Medical Commission. 

Tbe tests covered all compete, 
tkms through' Saturday, mdhe^g 
the men’s and women’s 100- 
metre dashes. 

After she finished fourth in the 
women’s 100, U.S. sprinter Gwen 
Torrence alleged that two of the 
top three finishers were on drugs. 
AH three medalists denied foe 
accusation. 

On Monday,' silver medalist 
Juliet Cuthbert of Jamaica said 
Torrence approached her at the 
practice track Monday before foe 
preliminary round of the 200- 
metre. sprint and told her “she 
wasn’t referring to me.” 

“She came to me, probably 
because she heard I was going to 
confront her,” Cuthbert said. “I 


think if s very unfair. She basical- 
ly tarnished my name ... I’ve 
earned my -silver medal.” 

Gail Deveis was the U.S. gold 
medalist in the 100 metres and 
Irina Privalova of foe Unified 
Team the bronze medalisL . 

Cufobert’s teammate, Meiiene 
'Ottey, foe fifth-place finkw in 
tbe 100 metres Saturday, said 
Torrence probably made foe 
accusations because she didn’t 
win a medal. 

“She’s just jealous,” Ottey 
said. “She’s a sore loser.” 

Steffi Graf clinched the first 
tennis medal, moving into the 
semifinals with a 6-1, 6-0 root of 
Belgium’s Sabine Appelmans. 
Graf, the no. 1 women’s seed, is 
foe defending Olympic cham- 
pion. 

‘Tve really been playing well,” 
she said. “And today I hit the 
. lines ITfon’t ’know -how’znany 
V. fimes. : *- 

No. 4 Goran Ivanisevic of 
(Sroatia^the •topTemaining men’s 
seed, survived a nearly 4^5-honr 
five-set marathon with Fabrice 
Santoro of France to reach tbe 
semifinals and a guaranteed med- 
al. 

Ivanisevic lost foe first two sets 
in tiebreakers and fell behind 5-2 
in the third set before recovering 
and taking foe decisive fifth set 
8-6. 

Qrin&'s women finished 1-2 in 
the table tennis doubles. Deng 
Yaptng and Qiao Hong defeated 
Chen Zine and Gao Jen, 21-13, 
14-21, 21-14, 21-19, for foe gold, 
while teams from political rivals 
North and South Korea shared 
the bronze. 



STUPID 

DOS! 


Andy Capp 


What do you bid now? 





WHAT CHAT HA HA MA- 

Poi N’ JEEFiy XM TELLING 

^gf7MysECF jokes. 1 

gfW THEY'RE SO VERY 
FUNKY I HAVE 
■■IrEg— Sto LAUSrtJ 




FORECAST FOR TUESDAY AUGUST 4, 1992 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Right* Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
won’t be a day when you can pun 
everything of a baric nature into 
foe excellent shape you would like 
it to be in. Home, property, family 
and possessions require your atten- 
tion. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 29} It is 

not the time to get upset about 
some messages from a distance or 
from those of different viewpoints 

to your own for you could make a 
big mistake. 

TAUBOS: (April 20 To May 20) 
You arc apt to be led into some 
material condition that is not stall 
to your advantage so study careful- 
ly whatever plans come a> yon. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Separation from any associates 

now could have estrangement last - 

ing advene effects at mtenninent 
periods so avoid any di s s ension s 
that may occur. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Don’t take a private anxie- 
ty to work you and make sure to 
keep apart those connected with 
your duties and your private exist- 
ence. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
contention between your attach- 
ment and a good friend could cause 

much tension and strain so make 
sure that you keep them apart 
today and tonight. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You find some new condition 
very appealing to .you bat before 
you get into this in anyway finish 


p en ding duties or you could have 
some real trouble. 
rjMAi (S ept ember 23 to October 
22} Whatever you have in mind 
pertaining to an obligation due 
aaO&cr should be carried through 
despite your fear it may downgrade, 
your security. 

SCORFIOs (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21 ) You need to be most exact 
in stating facts to a money con- 
scious person and do not yield to 
tbe desire to be critical, fed it is 
demeaning' to your pride. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21} You cannot seem to 
pin a partner down (o a course of 
action that you feel to be impera- 
tive and you need to do so with 
much adroitness instead of in a 
demanding manner. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You fed too tied down 
to your usual duties and outlets 
and you want to break out and 
upset a present condition but 
would be going from a frying pan 
into the fire. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A friend who puts down 
most everything you want to do 
sees too many flaws in your plan 
for recreation but pay no heed to 
his pessimism. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20} Take some time out to ret 
cond i tions rearranged as you with i 
them to be at your residence de- 
spite some pressing condition in 
tbe outside world. 


THE BETTER HALF, 

THEy SAY WHEN \ 

Von ’RE MARRIED \ 
A LONG T MAE / 
you START / 
TO LOOK A 
Alike. \ 


By Harris 

THAT'S 
T RUE— 

we Both 

look . 
MISERABLE/ . 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letterto each square, to form 
four ordinary words. • _ - ; 


I CftSIB 


TUSIE 


NARTTY 


YOGAVE 


STOCKS 
f -BONDS 




WHAT TO VO 
BEFORE YOU INVEST. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
tom the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Aims' 


Yesterday's J- 


(Answers Monday) ■ 

Jumbles: NOOSE ANKLE MYSTIC BICEPS 
Answer Givkig him a pen to play with, at his age, would 
be tras — POINTLESS 


THE Daily Crossword *!*«»<: s.***, 



ACROSS 
1 Proofreaders 
notations 
6 Cut short 
10 Choir attire 
U Halley's find 

15 Famous 
diamond 

16 Billy the rock 


17 Santa — 
(racetrack) 

18 Included with 
lacotnmon fund- 
20 Boston hems 

23 Roget entry. 

. abbr. 

24 Verve. 

25 SaBor 
28 Quake 

31 Grain morsel* 
34 "Pretty maids afl 
'm — " 

36 Hamtisdi hit 

37 Magna — 

M Boston groups 
43 Sweepstakes 


lamaa 

ang 
an 


aaaaua an 

■■■ aaa 

■■■aaaaaaaa 
! agu anaa 


52 Mian nrxxte: 

53 FamSy member. 
56 Boston hams *- 

62 Butter 
alternative 

63 Ms Adams 
64Loq 

65 H&Mcf native 

66 Location 

67 Young eel 

68 G-men ' 

69 — off (angry) 

70 Reagan a 
attorney general; 

DOWN 

1 Skedadtfe 

2 Pttdi 

3 Mid-East VIP 

4 Aquarium 
denizen 

;50afflas. • 


-It-Scent 1 . . . 

12 Blessing 

13 Annex 

'21 Moral nature of 

. . a group . 

22 Mockery . 

25 Postpone - . 
26 Pointer .... 

27 Itinerary , 

31-Bean oc Wales 
32 In agreement 
.33 Burdened 
35 Humor 
38 Tack on 

40 Waterwheel 

41 Rop *. . 

42 Baseball's Pee 
Wde ■ - - 

‘48 Mr. Boignine 
49 Goffer's aide 


^niiRn nnnn nnnin 
nnnnn nnnn nnnci 
nn u nn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
onrarimn 

nn^nnn nnnnn 
SSS™-. nnn[I1 nnnnn 
Rn^I3 nnrirTjn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn non 
nononn 

onnnnn nnnn 
^nnonnnnnnnnnnn 
ggnn anon nnnnn 
nnnn coann 
nnnn nan.- nonnn 


50 Crpwn . 

S2 French city 
54 Beam 
55Nattaaeof 
tennis 
56 SaB 

57- Ref*- tn 


58 Orchestra', 
member ’ ' 

59 improve a road 
6G Angers 

61 Bronte's 
Jane 

82 Iuhm- 













JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 1992 


!Vl;irkuLs w * 11 * 

' Ciiiru Ainttinu 
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Newark wo • 

CLOSE CLOSE • 

31 f if ft IW* 3/8/M 


L'mifUfj- 

Me I till); I'a mill'* 

-Hmiirfir M»ik 
'■uIm Franc 
I'rrmli Franc 
Jn|iantsr Vpii 
( i-.Mi4i|iran fill inif. llilil 
■ i*m» pfi- xi i: 

*" I •"T*"" 6** 3:W a. (a. |»| r 


1.4745 

1.3160 


H476T ■ 


■4.98W 
” 127.25 
I. 38 2D*’ 


Isiiindiiirncy Inlm-ft lladif Until! 3/S/^ 

"i;m i Micy ~ ~ | i iTHfl 'j*Amis| 6 mu is'Jii Amis 

iuTifoib? - 1 .3.37 3737 ttU— £73 


.Sl ri line I’m mi I 

I Mi Ki lie Maili 
."inliT Frolic 
1'iriicli Franc 
J:i|i:mr«r Veil 


TO. 78 10.37 

9.75 9.81 

TJ3 *7VT- 

10.25 10.25 

4.00 3.84 


J F.tirn l traM fiuirncj- U.iii [ 10.93 j T0.93J 10.93 j 

iHliilrmk I.U min Inr miMiiii rumlin, IIJ. IIhH^i I.UBtl.tfKV,* P| ninl(nL 


rrocloliC WHiill 

ruMm>r - i _ jiwtjir» E i“Siri!ii‘ 


II.S. Hollar 
Sin lint! Fun ml 
Mrirlrrlir Mai k 
S«i« Fianr 
I i mill Kr:iiic 
J:i|>:iiicr .Vm*. 
iMilch C n i tiler 
SiiriI1-,|» Krona 
llaR.ni 1 .7i a* 
l!ilp:in .".-me 


Olliwr Ciiriofielo-s 
i’mrrwv 
Coli mini lliimr 
Iriu/irtc Lira * 
Saudi Khnl 
Kmraill llinar 

Klial . .. 
pRjpthin I’umimI 
Ummti Rival 
I UK |lii ham 
Crrefc Hi nili inn" 
ft print Pi min I 


0.60'S 

1.2857 

0.4520 

0.5075 

T7339" 


0.1245 

0.0598 

0. 03192 


1.7430 

0J035 

0. 7775 


unto: 3/8/92 

TKii/Ug Jl>/f n» 
"3774 7090 


■0:670 

1.2927 

0.4543 


- 0,5700 
0.1546 


't.\0TB]k 0-1U3 


0.02203 

uaicr 3/J/92 
IJIfcr 

■/ ■ 7540 
03700 

0.1790 
— 2.3300 

~TZ Zo7tsts~Z 


0.1013 

.3690 


\. -0/2250 


0.18 25 
.3990 


CAR Indices far Aininnn Financial Mnrlict" 


!mlr\ 

-.1/8/91 O* 

2/0/92 Clow 

All-Share * 

140.07 

J40.09 

(tanking Snlnr 

101.97 

102.31 

Inuiranrr -Serf nr 

150.97 

150.44 " 

Imlislrt Ncrliir 

• 192.69 

192.14 ' ~ 

Scrrirra Srrlor 

102.27 

183.13 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

Mi 1 LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nridsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 1.9225/35- 

One U.S. dollar 1.8131/36 

1.4765/75 
1.3148/58 

.. ■ 30.30/34 

4.9870/920 
1113/1114 
127.18/23 
5.3610/60 
5.8035/85 
5.6790/840 

One ounce of gold $357.20/357.70 


U.S. dollars 

rawarfian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 




AMKXM riNANCIAI. MXURXCE7 
hopsuh bus center mw - fflffiiwat 

minm> mow / swi’O 

KO XUtXXT SHAKE PKICX LIST FOR MBWT 03/00/1992 


COMPANY' « HUB 


JORDAN KDKUT INK 

IHDOSTR1AL DKVNtOPMENT Un 

union bur for ttvan e □mssaraT . 

ARM MHKXHC CORFOMXMn/^WBAM 
JORDAN NATIONAL BAKK 
. jordm mv taTHM T l Funurct bmr 
mm u» ran hvh w » i / c to 
ksal mm mnn 
rational p ortfolio nasmu 
au T xlkal swing* lm VU'IVIJ t ran nooning 
ARM bark 

JORDAN HOWCH INSURANCE 
HDU LAND IN SU R A NCE 

JORDANIAN lUCTHIC POWER i 

ARM XJRXMMTXOK3U. BDTKLS 

imam s poultry 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

nun KZDDU EAST E oomaoexs MOTELS 

JORDAN MEDICAL OORPORATTOn 

XACHXXAR? EQUIP. RENTZHO S KAIMTHJAXCE 

PETRA EVXRPRISES C 8Q UP Hfl U IT8 IXUIM 

JORDAN GOLF REAL ESTATE HI VES IMPfT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERT UN E TRADING 

JORDAN DAIRY 

ARAB ALOKHmM r N DC S i m 

ARM PHARWUOSrEICAI. MANOTACHIRISC 

THE DTOOSTRIAL COMMERCIAL E AGRICULTURAL 

ASM CHEMICAL DETERBURS ZHDDSTRIES 

NAXIOHAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

BAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT E INVESTMENT 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEMICRL INDDSTRIES 

TOE JORDAN HO M tg P MILLS 

JCRDAH CERAMIC INDDSXBIES 

JORUM GLASS INDOSTRIBS 

JORDAN PAPER E CARD BOARS FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE NIXES 

JORDAN TANNING 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM- i CHEMICALS 
RATIONAL INDUSTRIES, 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

UOOLEH INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES E MATCH/J1HCO 

SPINNING E PEA VI NO 

NATIONAL CABLE C WIRE MANUFACTURING 


TRAD INC PREV. OPENING CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 


THE JONDM CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN .PRECAST CGMCRET1 INDUSTRY 


ARAB INVESTMENT £ IXERMATTONAL TRADE 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REPINARY 
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German firm to build power 
plant in Iran despite calls to 
place. Gennany on ‘black list’ 

NICOSIA (R) — nrA radjcal Lea) posing severe export restrictions 
man paper has urged Iran to on ’us,” it said, 
place Germany on a trade “black These calls went unheaded, 
fist” because of a German firm’s however, and Siemens won a 
failure to complete a nuclear contract to build a power plant 


power plant. 


with a capacity of 1,400 mega- 


each time resorting to unfounded egreed to m aimfactuie jomfly an 

pretexts,” the Iranian News ? nspe ? fi ,^. of 5?"?™? 1 

Agency IRNA quoted the paper 5?^S?Ji ,,e ? ! I or m ? lt i nn !J!l 
RHvhio the Middle East and Central 


asraymg. * 

The paper enndsed what it 
called the trade imbalance be- 


Demonstrators gathered in 


VRUERFM ■■ B~>r UHMV Ulli/UMUIVV t/V MB ■ Ml _ m 

tween Iran and Gennany, saying Tehran on Saturday to urge Sie- 
that in 1991 they Ranged mens , t ° M t he 8p per cent 
goods worth 8.2 billion nurts ^ S 0 ” ,n ,he 

billion), 6.7 billion marks Gulf port of Busbehr. 

($4.55 billion) of which were Ger- Gennany said last year it would 

man exports to Iran. not help complete the plant. 

“It is not clear why we should No nuclear fuel was transferred 


conduct such an immense bulk of to the site, which was attacked 
trade and industrial transactions several times by Iraqi planes dur- 
with a country which is still im- mg the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq War. 

Jordan Times 

Tel. 677171 

FLAT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 baths, two verandas, kitchen, first floor. 

For more Information, please contact tel. 694919 
from 3-6 p.m. for two days only. 


Albania’s economic big bang 
fuels fear of social explosion 


TIRANA, Albania (AP) — in- 
tempered crowds have emptied 
bread shops in the capital of 
Europe’s poorest country, one 
day before tough reforms more 
than doubled the cost of Alba- 
nia’s dietary staple. 

Chronic food shortages and 
low living standards have height- 
ened fears of renewed social un- 
rest like the food riots of last 
.winter in which 45 people died. 

Panic buying has already grip- 
ped towns and cities. 

The governing Democratic 
Party plans to push ahead with 
price liberalisation that will more 
than flouble prices, despite cru- 
cial runoff elections at the local 
level Sunday. 

The democrats, who trounced 
the- Socialists — former Com- 
munists — in parliamentary elec- 
tions in March, suffered heavy 
losses in the first round of local 
polling last weekend. 

The socialists* strong showing 
appeared to reflect popular dis- 
content over the Democrats' fai- 
lure to improve the economic 


situation in their four months of 
governing. 

Bread shops in the capital Tira- 
na, now protected by thick metal 
bars over the windows, were 
emptied within minutes of open- 
ing. Armed police kept their dis- 
tance, only occasionally interven- 
ing to restore some order. 

Hir Lame, 17. pushed his way 
through crowds surrounding a 
bread shop and emerged with 
three characteristically huge, 
two-kilo loaves of bread. 

Beaming, he explained that 
since hearing rumours of the 
price rises he had managed with 
friends to buy . 15 loaves. 

The price of bread is set to rise 
5 U.S. cents to 12 cents. The 
average monthly wage is about 9, 

The elderly, lacking the 
strength to battle crowds to reach 
the small kiosk windows where 
bread is dispensed, could be left 
empty-handed. 

Resmie Celiku, 62, was unable 
to get bread. 

The government intends to 
compensate workers in the state 


sector by up to 2.60 per month. 

But VioUeta Librazd, a 32- 
y ear-old housewife, made clear 
that won’t cover costs for most 
people. “I have calculated ... that 
I need 1.600 ieks ($14.75) a 
month to survive if they increase 
any prices, and that is without 
eating meat or drinking coffee," 
she said. 

The government has been 
secretive about the timing of 
price increases. Price controls on 
meat, cheese, milk and other 
goods were lifted without warn- 
ing. 

A senior foreign economic 
adviser to the Ministry of Finance 
and Economy, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, confirmed 
that the plan would go ahead. 

“Of course, the government 
recognises the very real threat of 
riots that's why timing of the 
announcements are being hand- 
led very carefully," he said. 

“I am very afraid bad things 
are going to happen now,*' said 
Vera Hasan, 35. "I fill my sto- 
mach everyday with bread. The 


UAE banks report higher profits 


ABU DHABI (R) — United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) banks 
have weathered two financial 
storms and are expected to boost 
profits again this year after they 
surged in 1991 , a bank study said. 

In 1990, most of the UAE’s 
banks suffered a decline in profits 
due to tbe Gulf crisis but the 
situation was reversed in 1991, 
the Emirates Industrial Bank 
(EIB) study said. 

“Profits made by national and 
foreign banks operating in the 
UAE witnessed substantial 
growth in 1991," the study said. 

“Stability in tbe Gulf is bring- 
ing in a better period for banks, 
which will expand lending and 
develop services and investment 
instruments," the report said. 

Banks which did not publish 
results are still emerging from the 
effects of the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce Internationa] (BCCI) 
scandal and the Gulf war, bank- 
ers said. 

Net profits of 32 banks in the 
UAE plummetted to 856 ^million 
dirhams ($233 miiQoh)' in ‘ 1990 


from 1.36 billion dirhams ($371.6 
million) in 1989. 

But they rose again in 1991 
after the Gulf war ended in 
February and business picked up 
in the region. 

“Bank liabilities bave gone 
down and the quality of assets is 
better," said one UAE senior 
banker. “Also interest rates have 
come down making a net margin 
available to bankers.'* 

Only 32 of the 47 banks operat- 
ing in the UAE have published 
balance sheets for 1991. They 
show that profits rose but de- 
posits and assets declined. 

Eleven of the 19 local banks 
announced their profits jumped 
more than 100 per cent to 10.6 
billion dirhams ($288 million) in 
1991 from $138 million in 1990. 

Twenty-one of the 28 foreign 
banks said profits rose 21 per cent 
to 275 million ($$74.9 million) in 
from 242 million ($61.3 million in 
1990. 

Gulf bankers said most banks 
had recovered from the Gulf cri- 
sis which triggered a rush for 
withdrawals from the region and 


capital flight of up to $15 billion. 

Despite tbe end of the war, tbe 
EIB study showed a drop in 
deposits to 83.3 billion dirbams 
($22.6 billion) in 1991 from 83.5 
billion dirhams ($22.7 billion) in 
1990. 

Assets also slipped to 115.5 
billion dirbams ($31.7 billion) 
from 117.3 billion dirhams ($31.9 
billion), the report said. 

Some UAE banks suffered 
from a fall in profits in 1991 
because they had deposits with 
the failed BCCI. 

Union National Bank (UNB), 
formerly BCC-Emirates, has not 
published results but is expected 
to declare a profit for 1991 after 
270 million compensation from 
Abu Dhabi, which had a 77 per 
cent stake in BCCI. Bankers say 
UNB is operating at a “comfort- 
able level of 25 per cent liquid- 
ity." 

Dubai Islamic Bank, which had 
an exposure to BCCI of less than 
$100 million, has not yet pub- 
lished 1991. results but says _ the 
results could come this month. 


Italy tries to lure back investors 


Jomhuri Eslami lambasted Sie- watts in Iran's Free Trade Zone 
mens AG, whose subsidiary at Qeshm Island in tbe Gulf. 
Kraft-Werk Union abandoned Under a letter of understand- 
work on tbe power station after ing, the gas-powered project 
Iran’s 1979 Islamic Revolution. A would be built in four phases.-f 
high-ranking Siemens delegation Heat from the power plant would 
is currently visiting Iran. be used for desalinating the Gulf 

“The Siemens company has so water for drinking, it said, 
far refrained from performing its roxrA . *. .. . 

undertakings in thiTcmnection, J”? *'. d «‘ U « 


ROME (R) — Beleaguered Pre- 
mier Giuliano Amato, his hand 
strengthened by a major accord 
on wage reform and an austerity 
package, has appealed to foreign 
investors to stop fleeing Italian 
assets and the lira. 

Worries about the economy, 
Amato's fragile government and 
fears of a devaluation have put 
the currency under heavy press- 
ure in the past six weeks, forcing 
the Bank of Italy to intervene 
repeatedly. 

The month-old government, 
which has a wafer-thin 16-seat 
majority in the lower bouse, re- 
ceived a precious shot in the arm 
on Friday with a major accord to 
end automatic wage indexation. 


In an appeal launched the day 
before international markets 
have their first chance to react, 
Amato told state radio: 

“The most important point for 
the Italian economy and for those 
who watch it from tbe interna- 
tional markets is that it must have 
a phase of tranquility (to allow 
us) to work, produce, and be- 
come competitive again. 

Friday’s accord buried the cor- 
nerstone of Italian labour rela- 
tions since the 1950s, the so- 
called “scala mobile" system 
under which wages were in- 
creased in line with tbe cost of 
tiving. 

Its abolition was tbe key plat- 
form of Amato's attempts to cut 


UNFURNISHED SEMI-VILLA 
For Rent 

Two bedrooms, dining & sitting room, two bathrooms, 
telephone, central heating, water and electricity, garden 
around the house. 

Location: Opposite the Indian ambassador’s residence, 
between 3rd and 4th Circles. Sultan At rash Street. #7. 

Please contact tel. 649110 

Deluxe Furnished Villa For Rent 

Near the Seventh Circle, consisting of 2 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, sitting room, salon, dining room, large garden and 
garage. 

Call tel. 833776 


inflation and reduce the budget 
deficit to keepup with European 
Community (EC) partners. 

Business chiefs led by Cesare 
Romiti, managing director of Ita- 
ly’s largest private sector group 
Fiat, and Luigi Abete, president 
of the powerful Confindustria 
Employers’ Group, said the time 
was ripe for an interest rate cut. 

There had been speculation on 
financial markets on Friday that a 
wage accord would pave the way 
for a cut in the interest rate- 

“The Bank of Italy and the 
banks mustn't wait for the inter- 
national markets to act on this 
recovered trust, but they must act 
as if this trust was already 
gained,” Abete said. 

Asked about prospects for a 
rate cut, Amato answered: “To 
bave interest rates on a par with 
those of European countries, we 
would need to align our budget 
deficit with (theirs). So we will 
need time. 

“But to have a downward 
trend, it is enough to give more 
credibility to our system — Italyjs 
public and private sector. It is 
enough to soothe financial mar- 
kets,” Amato said. 


other things I eat, tomatoes and 
onions, are little luxuries." 

Albanians, whose word fbr 
bread, “buke," also means food, 
eat more bread than any other 
European people. Per capita con- 
sumption of bread a day is 630 
grammes. 

After the price reform, only 
five staples will still be subsidised. 

Prices of bread, sugar, cooking 
oil, rice and soap — all supplied 
almost entirely by aid — will be 
set at levels that just cover costs. 

Subsidies to Albania’s crippled 
industrial sector are also to be 
curtailed. Without state support, 
it is estimated that over 250,000 
workers will be claiming recently 
introduced social assistance pay- 
ments within one month. 

The reforms are intended to 
balance Albania's budget deficit 
and restore some order to the 
wrecked economy. But critics in 
the Socialist Party accuse the 
government of acting premature- 
ly and warn of a strong social and 
political backlash. 


Major’s 
popularity 
down due to 
recession 

LONDON (R) — Less than four 
months after an election triumph , 
British Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor has another fight on his hands 
— overcoming a severe recession 
and doubts about his economic 
strategy. 

Major’s conservatives beat off 
a strong left-wing challenge in 
this year's general election, bat 
the economic recession they 
pledged to combat has proved a 
formidable foe. 

A predicted post-election 
boom fizzed briefly and then 
died, damaging confidence in Bri- 
tain’s economy, its currency, and 
the government’s ability to man- 
age a recovery. 

The gloomy mood was re- 
flected in an opinion poll on 
Sunday which showed the ruling 
Conservatives, suffering a popu- 
larity slump early in the fourth 
successive term. 

In the survey by the Mori orga- 
nisation, the opposition Labour 
Party with new leader John Smith 
had 43 per cent support. The 
Conservatives trailed on 39 per 
cent, several points less than they 
polled at the election. 

The poll, published in the Sun- 
day Times newspaper, showed 
that only 21 per cent of Britons 
expea the economy to improve 
over the next year, down from 28 
per cent last month. 

Dissenting voices have been 
heard among Major’s Conserva- 
tives, whose unity is already sore- 
ly tested by arguments over the 
merit of the Maastricht Treaty on 
European onion. 

Critics say that any chances of 
helping tbe economy recover are 
hamstrung by Major's commit- 
ment to keeping Sterling within 
the European currency grid, the 
Exchange Rate Mechanism 
(ERM), on tbe current terms. 

Major and bis Finance Minis- 
ter, Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Norman Lamont, have ruled out 
a devaluation of the pound. 

They have dismissed fears that 
the recession, already the longest 
since World War II, could turn 
into a slump, and accuse critics of 
doom-mongering. 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT ! 

Ground floor, consisting of two bedrooms, sitting room, salon, 
kitchen, bathroom. 

Location: Gardens Street, Jordan Kuwait Bank's entrance, 

Please call tel. 660210 


"Cinema Tel: 677420’ 

CONCORD 


WEEKEND AT BERNIES 

Shows: 330, 6:15. 830, 1030 


/ Tel: 675571V 

' HaM Ai MasMiil Thoatro > 

at 6:00 p.m. daily 
Shahrazad and Stated play 

A quiet comedy for all members of 
the family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation is needed. 

The next show Is: y 

\ . (Taa* Waqaymeli) / 


’Cinema Tel: 634144' 

PHILADELPHIA 

The Naked Gun 2% 

The Small Of Fear 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15. 830, 1030 

Bags Bunny Show 


/ ■ Tel: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 
NabE and Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 
“Ahlan New World and Local 


Shows starts at 9 pun. 


A furnished apartment in Shmeisani. Consists of one master 
bedroom, sitting and dining room, large kitchen. Separate 
entrance, and a garden. 

Those interested, call #666415 from 10-5. 


WANTED 

Rlipina maid wanted to travel to U.S. within the 
next several months. Small family with two 
children. 

Send CV, Including phone No. In Amman to fax 
No. 646-810 or P.O.Box 921534, by August 7, 1992. 


CAR FOR SALE 
(Duty Unpaid) 

Peugeot 505 GTI family estate, 1989. Red. Air- 
conditioning, 8 seats, maintained by agent. Ideal 
faitiily transport. JD 8,000. 

•^Contact: British Embassy, tel. 923100 (before 
3:00 p.m.) or tel. 641721 (afternoons) 


CAR FOR SALE 

Saab 9,000 CD, 1991 model. Customs 
duty unpaid, with full options. 

Call tel. 817609 


Maid Wanted 

For a small family with two kids to work full 
time live-in. 

Please call: 687821, 687822 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

3 bedrooms, guest & dining room, sitting room. 

3 bathrooms, fully furnished equipped kitchen. 

Coll: 61 6096 - 61 6097 ^ .L* 

Between 4.00 S 6.00 P.M. 
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Bush: 
Clinton 
health care 
would be 
KGB-like 


CHICAGO (R) — President 
George Bush has charged that the 
government would run the U.S. 
health care system !*wifo die com- 
passion of the KGB” within a 
year if Democrat BQl Clinton 
were elected to replace him. 

“Understand what's at stake 
here. If the governor of Arkansas 
is elected with a new Democratic 
congress,” Mr. Bush said, “With- 
in a year the government will run 
health care in this country.” 

Such a system would have the 
efficiency of the scandal-plagued 

* post office in the House of Repre- 
sentatives “and the compassion 

* of the KGB,” the Soviet secret 
police, he said. 

- Mr. Bush was campaigning in 
' Illinois as polls continued to re- 
cord his slide against Mr. Clinton 
■ and some people in conservative 
political circles called for him to 
pulTout of the race for president. 

An editorial in Sunday editions 
of die Orange County Register, a 
California newspaper that serves a 
traditionally ultra-conservative 
area, urged Mr. Bush to abandon 
his bid for reelection, and col- 
umnists such as conservative 
George Will have called for Mr. 
Bush to pull out. 

But speaking at a fundraising 
branch for Republican Senate 
candidate Rich Williamson, the 
president focused on issues such 
as health care. He said a “Grand 
Canyon of philosophy” separated 
him from Mr. Clinton on health 
care reform. 

Mr. Bush's plan would seek to 
make private health insurance 
available to all Americans 
through tax credits and deduc- 
tions worth up to $3,750 for a 
family annually. 

Mr. Clinton would require em- 
ployees to provide health insur- 
ance benefits or help support a 
government programme to cover 
□on-insnred citizens. 

Mr. Bush, who never men- 
tioned Mr. Clinton by name, said 
his opponent's proposal would 
subject 52 million people to a new 
government bureaucracy, while 
his plan would help 90 million 
Americans afford private "insur- 
ance. 

“In the dog days of summer, 
it's very easy to be attracted to 
the new candidate, the one who 
says the things that die polls says 
the people want to hear. But by. 
the foil, the American people 
look more closely and they ask 
this question: “Who do we trust 
to change America?” Mr. Bush 
said. 

Mr. Bush's focus on the subject 
came in response to Mr. Clinton's 
discussion of health care during a 
visit to suburban La Grange. Illi- 
nois, two weeks ago. 

“It’s going to be a big issue and 
there are some really significant 
differences between the presi- 
dents plan and Mr. Clinton’s 
plan” Bush campaign spokesman 
Tony Mitchell said. 

Mr. Clinton responded to 
Bush's criticism Sunday, saying 
“once again, the administration is 
trying to raise fears instead of 
solve problems. 

"... This administration and 
the one before it have presided 
over the biggest explosion of 
health care costs in the history of 
this country ... they ought to 
come up with their own plan, 
which they haven’t done because 
they don't want to take on die 
vested interests in die health care 
debate.” 

Illinois is a political bellwether 
state, having gone for the winner 
in all but two presidential con- 
tests for 100 years. 

Mr. Bush narrowly carried the 
state in 1988, winning 51 per cent 
erf die vote to 49 per cent for 
Democratic rival Michael Duka- 
kis. But Mr. Bush's chances are 
complicated this year by the pre- 
sence on the ballot of Democratic 
Senate candidate Carol Mosley 
Braun on the Democratic ticket. 

Ms. Braun has a shot at becom - 1 
' mg the first black woman senator, ■ 
a prospect likely to increase the' 
turnout of normally pro-Detno- 
cratic black voters and possibly 
give Mr. Clinton an edge. 

“It's a very important state. 
We’ve got a very important Sen- 
ate race, and we believe that race 
really is a good example of what 
die American people are , going to 
be facing this year — a decision 
on the basic philosophy of gov- 
ernment,” White House Chief of 
Staff Sam Skinner told reporters. 

As Mr. Bush spoke, a handful 
-of anti-abortion activists, dis- 
mayed by the president’s support 
of the pro-choice WQfiamson, 
picketed the hotel where the event; 
was held. 

“Bush betrays babies” and 
“Judas George” said signs waved 
by two of the protesters. 

Mr. Bush later travelled to' 
sujburban Elk Grove to drum up 
support in the Nov. 3 elections at 
an old-foshioned Sunday picnic, 
which was dampened by rain. 
Health care reform was to be his 
theme there also. ■ 


Azerbaijan, Turkey return 
to Karabakh peace talks 


ROME (R) — The complete 
collapse of international talks 
aimed at ending fighting in the . 
disputed enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh was averted at the last 
munite when Azerbaijan and 
-Turkey decided to return to the 
negotiating table. 

The two delegations stormed 
out of the 11-nation talks Sunday 
but later agreed to shelve a dis- 
pute with the meeting's Italian 
presidency which delegates said 
could have arisen from a transla- 
tion error. 

Bat time was rapidly running 
out for an accord which would 
allow a foil peace conference to 
be convened in the Belarussian 
capital of Minsk under the au- 
spices of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE). 

An Azeri statement stressed 
that Nagorno-Karabakh was part 
of Azerbaijan and that the en- 
clave’s Armenians were Azeri 
citizens. The predominatly 
Armenian territory has been 
ruled by Turkish-speaking Azeris 
since 1923. 

Fighting broke out between the 
two communities in 1988 and at 
least 2,000 people have been kil- 
led. The Azeri army has now 
launched a major offensive aimed 
at recapturing positions lost to 
Armenians in May. 


The official mediator, Italy’s 
Mario Rafaefli, insisted his coun- 
try bad not broken the roles of 
the meeting by inviting repre- 
sentatives of Nagorno- 
Karabakh’s Armenians to speak. 

But Azerbaijan remained 
suspicious and warned drat it 
reserved the right to quit the talks 
if the Italians gave it cause to 
think that any form of recognition 
was being granted to the 

Armenian-proclaimed Republic 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Delegates said the statement 
issued by chief Azeri negotiator 
Nadir Mekhtiev repeating 
charges that Italy bad in effect 
put the enclave’s Armenian lead- 
ership on die same footing as the 
11 nations attending the talks. 

But they said Mr. Rafoelli 
angrilly insisted that Azerbaijan 
should not repeat such accusa- 
tions. 

Other delegates said they be- 
lieved there bad been a genuine 
misunderstanding, probably due 
to a translation error over the 
kind of meeting which had been 
summoned when the Armenians 
were given their say. 

Mr. Rafaelli. who is also 
mediating in efforts to end 
Mozambique’s tivfi war, has set a 
deadline of Tuesday night for the 
Rome peace talks to reach a 
conclusion. 



Opposition hopeful in Mexico election 

DURANGO, Mexico (AP) — Mexico once again put its 
democratic reforms to the test while negotiators in W ashingto n 
neared an agreement that would establish a common market 
linking the United States, Mexico and Canada. The conservative 
opposition National Action Party — fresh from victory in the 
border state.of Chihuahua on July 12 — held high hopes of adding 
another goverooirinp in Durango, just to the south. Elections for 
governor also were being held Sunday in four other states, while 
Baja California voters chose mayors and a state legislators. The 
early voters turnout was high for what appears to be a hotly 
contested race — in contrast with previous elections when the 
governing party candidates were shoo-ins and voter apathy was 
high. Several trucks carrying police armed with automatic 
weapons patrolled the streets. Polls closed at 6 p.m. (000 GMT 
Monday) without any reports of violence or confroulatiuos. 
National Action, however, criticised the governing party for 
continuing its policy of offering mass breakfasts in poor neigh- 
bourhoods and then basing voters to the polls. 

5 die in Alaska plane crash 

DILLINGHAM, Alaska (AP) — The former head of Australia's 
largest retail chain and an official in Bill Clinton's campaign were 
among five people killed in a plane crash, officials said. A De 
HaviDand Beaver floatplane owned by the Bristol Bay Lodge with 
seven people aboard crashed in a narrow mountain and burst into 
flames Thursday, officials said. Killed were C. Victor Raiswer n, 
52, national financial co-chairman of the Clinton For President 
campaign, and his son, R_ Montgomery Raiser, 23. Both men 
were from Washington-, D.C.. Kenneth B. Myer, 70, of Sydney, 
and an Australian woman, who has not yet beet identified, were 
also killed, said A1 Tamagni, a dispatcher with the Alaska State 
Troopers. Mr. Myer was director of the merged Coles-Myer Ltd. 
conglomerate, Australia's largest retail chain and die world's 13th 
largest, from 1985-1989, company secretary Roger Thomas said in 
Sydney. Also killed was Alexander Scott, 22, of Washington, 
D.C., state troopers said. The pilot, John Downs, 42, Brunswick, 
Maine, and John Kew, 52, of Buffalo, New Yoik, survived die 
crash, but were in critical condition in the burn unit of Providence 
Hospital in Anchorage Sunday. 

Gorbachev issues warning 

MOSCOW (R) — The euphoria has evaporated and hope has 
yielded to widespread pessimism as the steamy days of August 
return to Moscow a year after tanks shook the city streets. The 
main target of die sbort-lhred coup that shocked the world, former 
Soviet President 1 Mikhail Gorbachev, warned in an interview 
published at the weekend that Russia’s leaders would have to act 
quickly if they wanted to avoid being overthrown. Saying’ 
discontent was growing over rising prices and foiling production, 
be told Komsomoskaya Pravda newspaper: “I feel that people 
will not stand for it if all these questions are not cleared up within 
the next few weeks." Reflecting on the hardline coop last August, 
27-year-old Muscovite Alexander Semyonov said: “We were 
enthusiastic and naive then. (Russian President Boris) Yeltsin 
said democracy and a free market were there for die taking — just 
kick out the Commies. And we believed it. Now we face the 
reality: We knew nothing of either. The parliament and political 
parties are like a circus and the new businessmen remind me of 
swindlers.” 

Satellite deployment goes awry 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida (R) — A European science 
satellite encountered guidance problems Sunday, hours after its 
deployment from the space shuttle, the U.S. space agency NASA 
said. Astronauts aboard die Atlantis shuttle said die $426 million 
satellite appeared to pitch over shortly after its gas jets ignited at 
8.30 a.m. alt (1230 GMT) to boost it to its working altitude of 325 
miles. The shuttle chased die European retrievable satellite, 
known as Eoreca, in an effort to help ground controllers maintain 
contact with it but no rendezvous was planned. “ESA (the 
European Space Agency) is assessing the condition of their 
satellite through ground stations and the shuttle, at tins point, is 
going on with the rest of its mission as planned,” said Flight 
Director Phil Engeiauf at mission control in Houston. The 
satellite's unusual behaviour “does necessarily mean Eoreca has 
major problems,” Mr. Engeiauf told a news conference. “The 
spacecraft otherwise appears to be very healthy.” 

Mrs. Marcos returns home empty handed 

HONG KONG (R) — Former Philippine first lady Imeida 
Marcos has returned to Manila empty-handed, but with a few 
extra pairs of shoes, after foiling to find any of late husband 
Ferdinand’s missing loot. Mrs. Marcos, 63, arrived in Hong Kong 
Tuesday on a hunt to find some of die $5 bfltfon of riches 
reportedly spirited away during 20 years of her husband’s 
dictatorial rule. Manila has told Misl Marcos it is willing to drop 
some of the charges against her, which include corruption, 
currency violations and tax evasion, if she recovers all die assets. 
Speaking to reporters after bang mobbed by Philippine workers 
in Hong Kong’s central district, Mrs. Marcos blamed contaas of 
former President Gorazoa Aquino for blocking her search. 
“Unfortunately, due to the actions of the remnants of the Aquino 
government, we have’ not been able to meet all of the people we 
wished to, so we shah have to meet them in the succeeding 
months,” she said. Aides said Mrs. Marcos met executives of 
most of the colony’s major banks she had not gained access to any 
of the accounts she believes bold Marcos money. 


Hie enclave’s Armenians, who 
proclaimed its independence last 
year but have have still to win any 
form of international recognition, 
are pressing for an agreement in 
Rome on their states at a full 
peace conference. 

Armenian sources said that 
once that bad been settled they 
would be prepared to discuss a 
ceasefire. 

Meanwhile, Azeri and Arme- 
nian forces dashed in the dis- 
puted enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh Sunday. 

A spokesman for the Azeri 
Defence Ministry said Azeri sol- 
diers were fighting to retake vil- 
lages in the enclave. Radio Rus- 
sia quoted the ministry as saying 
at least 24 people had died since 
. Saturday. 

The Pro- Armenia News Agen- 
cy said Armenian forces were 
, surrounding Mardakert, the big- 
gest town in the north of the 
mountainous enclave and scene 
of numerous clashes. 

But the Armenians had not yet 
moved in on the town because 
they hoped the Azeri defenders 
would leave without a bloodshed. 

Over 2,000 people have died in 
four years of fighting in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, which is administered 
by Azerbaijan bnt populated 
largely by Armenians. 


Tudjman 
takes early 
lead in 
Croatia’s 
election 

ZAGREB, Croatia (R) — Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman took an 
early lead in presidential elec- 
tions in Croatia, according to 
.unofficial preliminary results 
announced early Monday. 

Zlatko Cmic. president of the 
electoral commission, said Mr. 
Tudjman had received 57 per 
cent of the vote after 4.7 per cent 
of the ballot had been counted. 
Drazen fiudisa of the Croatian 
Sorio-Liberal Party (HSLS) was 
second with about 21 per cent. 

The vote, the first in Croatia as 
an independent state, came after 
a year of war with Serbs in which 
Croatia lost about a quarter of its 
territory. 

Mr. Tudjman. 70. .and his 
Croatian Democratic Union 
(HDZ) have ruled for the most 
part unchallenged since (hey 
ousted the Communists in elec- 
tions in 1990. 

Mr. Crnic said the HDZ led in 
parliamentary elections with 40.8 
per cent of the vote while the 
HSLS had 19.6 per cent. The 
far-right Croatian Party of Rights 
(HSP) had 6.7 per cent' and the 
centrist Croatian People's Party 
(HNS) eight per cent. 

. Pew Croats going into polling 
booths Sunday believed Mr. 
Tudjman would lose but many 
said the composition of the 120- 
seat parliament could break the 
HD2Ts monopoly on power. 

Special polling . stations were 
set up for refugees from towns in 
Croatia in areas occupied by 
Serbs during the war and now 
under nominal U.N. control. 



A new unit of Azerbaijani paratroo p er s being put 
through Hiwyhhig drill as dashes between Azeri 


forces and Armenians continue in Nagorno- 
Karabakh 


Fighting eases in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serb artil- 
lerymen shelled suburbs and 
parts of Sarajevo’s old town dur- 
ing the night but fighting was light 
compared with recent days, jour- 
nalists in the Bosnian capital said 
Monday. 

Six tank rounds hit the Hotel 
Bristol in the city centre, accord- 
ing to Bosnian military sources. 

Muslim sources said Serbian 
aircraft dropped three duste. 
bombs on the Muslim district of 
Igman late Sunday but the report 
could not be independently con- 
firmed. 

The reduction in fighting fol- 
lowed four days of tatties be- 
tween Muslims and Serbs who 
have blockaded Sarajevo since 
April. 

Heavy fighting has been re- 
ported from southern areas of 
Bosnia-Heizegovina, where Mus- 
lims and Croats launched joint 
attacks on Serbian portions. 

Meanwhile, an attempt to 
evacuate orphans from Serb- 
besieged Sarajevo, capital of the 
former Yugoslav Republic of 
Bosnia-Hetzegoyina, miscarried 
when two of the infants were shot 
dead by snipers. 

A-U.N. spokesman later ccm- 
donned the decision to try to 
take the orphans out by road-as 
almost “criminally negligent.” 

• Aid workers, meanwhile, said 
they believed thousands of Mus- 
lims and Croats had been impris- 
oned, tortured or executed in 
inaccessible concentration camps 
in the Serb-controlled north * of 
war-torn Bosnia. 

The unprotected bus carrying 
50 infants from a Sarajevo 
orphanage to refuge in Germany 
came under fire Sunday on “snip- 
er alley,” an exposed boulevard 
terrorised by gunmen shooting 
from wrecked high-rise buildings. 

“He won’t let any more chil- 
dren go after this,” orphanage 
director Vera Zone said after the 
killings. 

U.N. spokesman MDc Magn os- 
son, in an interview on British 
Broadcasting Corporation televi- 
sion, condemned the planning of 
the evacuation. 

‘To me it borders On being 
criminally negligent to take. chil- 
dren, or anyone else for that 
matter, into a-known war zone at 
a time when the fighting starts 
every day,” be said. 

Orphanage workers also -said 
Serb gunmen stopped the bus at 
checkpoint and demanded that 
nine Serb children get out rather 
than allow them to be evacuated. 

Officials in Germany said the 


other children were expected to 
arrive Monday, a day later than 
originally planned. 

Sporadic fighting continued in 
Sarajevo Sunday evening, with 
artillery shells landing in the city 
centre. Shrapnel from an explod- 
ing mortar bomb earlier crashed 
into U.N. headquarters, but 
there were no casualties. 

The Bosnian Serb military 
command protested to U.N. 
forces, occupying the Marshal 
Tito Barracks in the city, that 
Muslim artillety gunners were fir- 
ing from positions next to the 
base, apparently using it as a 
shield. 

If die United Nations could not 
prevent Muslim forces attacking 
it should consider moving out of 
tite barracks “because foe Serb 
side will feel compelled to return 
fire,” tiie Serbian News Agency 
quoted the protest as saying. 

At least 8,000 people, includ- 
ing several hundred tivifians in 
Sarajevo, have been killed since 
Bosnia’s Serb minority rebelled 
four months ago against the dec- 
laration of independence by foe 
republic's Muslims and Croats. 

Aid workers in northern Bos- 
nia, heartland of the self- 
declared. Serbian Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, told 
Reuters they believed thousands 
of Muslims and Croats had been 
imprisoned in concentration 
camps ttere snee April. 

“Terrible, terrible things are 
gping- on,” s&d a Catholic aid 
worker, asking not to be identi- 
fied. “These are real concentra- 
tion camps. People are starving 
and being killed.” 

Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic said foe West should aim 
Muslims against foe Serbs, who 
ontgun them. 

“I ask myself sometimes, ‘does 
Europe know what is going on 
here?”* be said. “Do those re- 
sponsible in Europe really know 
about concentration camps, ab- 
out the mass killings ?” 

Croatia, the former Yugoslav 
republic bordering Bosnia, held 
its first elections as an indepen- 
dent state Sunday. 

Croatian Radio said the east- 
ern town of Slavonski Brod, on 
foe border with Bosnia, came 
under Serbian artillery fire on 
Sunday but voting went ahead. 

Milan Panic, newly-appointed 
prime minister of the rump 
Yugoslav state comprising Serbia 
ana Montenegro, visited Roma- 
nia and Bulgaria to canvas views 
for a Balkan conference on re- 
gional conflicts. 


Russia, 
Ukraine 
to join 
command 
of Black 
Sea Fleet 

MUKHALATKA. Ukraine (AP) 
— Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin and Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kravchuk agreed Monday 
to put foe Blade Sea Fleet .aider 
their joint command until the end 
of 1995. 

Mr. Kravchuk and Mr. Yeltsin, 
speaking at a news conference in 
this sunny Black Sea resort, said 
foe command of the fleet would 
be replaced by new officers, 
appointed by the two presidents. 

The wrangling over foe Black 
Sea Fleet has been a major source 
of tension between Russia and 
Ukraine, foe two most powerful 
members of foe Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) 
which succeeded foe Soviet Un- 
ion. 

The dispute over final control 
of the roughly 300 ships and naval 
facilities on the Black Sea would 
be resolved during foe three-year 
period, according to foe agree- 
ment foe presidents signed. It was 
to be published later. 

“This will calm foe people of 
Ukraine and Russia,” Mr. Krav- 
chuk said to journalists standing 
outside foe Dacha where foe lead- 
ers met. 

Igor Kasatonov, foe comman- 
der of foe big fleet, had said 
earlier that it would be impossible 
to divide it up at a single stroke. 
“There has to be a transition 
period of two to four years,” he 
said. 

Mr. Kravchuk ruled out giving 
up any of the land facilities at 
Sevastopol, foe fleet's home port. 
But he left open the possibility of 
renting to Russia the port’s naval 
command buildings while Moscow 
upgrades its own .ports on foe 
Black Sea. 

“If it's simply a question of 
renting it (to Russia), everything 
will depend on the quality of the 
documents and how much they 
correspond with Ukrainian law.” 
Mr. Kravchuk said. 

But he added that Ukraine 
would reject any Russian de- 
mands for ownership of the prop- 
erty, warning that he would break 
off talks if the Russian delegation 
pressed foe issue. 


Nepali troops search for rem ains of crash victims 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nepah 
troops and police searched in 
thick fog and rain for the remains 
of 113 people aboard a Thai 
Airbus that crashed into a remote 
Himalayan mountain ridge and 
exploded. 

“The chances of finding any 
survivors are nil,” a senior army 
officer said. 

Officials said about 100 police- 
men and troops were combing a 
ridge that foe Thai Airways Air- 
bus 310-300 hit at about 11,500 
feet (3,500 metres) for the re- 
mains of foe passengersand crew. 
The plane crashed Friday as it 
tried to land in torrential rain at 
Kathmandu Airport, 

“It has to be a very methodical 
search. The debris is scattered 
around a two-utile radius from 
foe point of impact,” said Major 
General K.N.S Thapa, in charge 
of the search. 

Soldiers were lowering them- 
selves by ropes down the moun- 
tainside to search crevices and 
ledges, a task made more difficult 
because visibility was only about 
five metres (16 feet) Gen. Thapa 
told Reuters. 

“Tlie pilot had almost 20 ton- 
nes of fuel remaining. It was a 
fireball immediately after it im- 
pacted,” he said. 

The wreckage of foe Airbus 
was scattered in small pieces 
across a wide area of harsh ter- 
rain some 40 kilometres north of 
Kathmandu , a hard day’s walk 
from the nearest road. 

Low doud and rain prevented 
airline investigators heading for 


foe area to seek the flight recor- 
ders from the plane, which twice 
reported unspecified technical 
problems before disappearing 
from radar screens at around 
0700 GMT Friday. 

The first teams to reach foe rite 
reported finding foe chaired tor- 
sos of at least two bodies. Thai 
Airways officials said an interna- 
tional team of forensic e xperts 
was due in Kathmandu later Sun- 
day to help to identify the vic- 
tims. 

A senior home (interior) affairs 
official, S.F. Acharya, said foe 
plane crashed lakes ' in the 
Gosainkund Range, a sacred pil- 
grimage spot to Shiva, the Hindu 
god of destruction. 

“They have found quite a num- 
ber of pieces of bodies,” Mr. 
Acharya said. “But only one 
whole body has been found so,- 
far” 

He said a Puma helicopter car- 
rying the remains of those bodies 
found so far was unable to fly out ’ 
of a base camp set up some 3,000 
feet (915 metres) below the crash 
site because of foe poor weather. 

Chinese plane Mt runway wafl 

Meanwhile, New China News 
Agency (NONA) said Sunday the 
Chinese airliner which crashed 
Friday killing at least 106 people, . 
veered off foe runway and hit a 
retaining wall before shattering 
and catching fire. 

The Russian-built YAK-41 was 
flying from foe southern city of 


Nanjing in Jiangsu province to 
the coastal qty of Xiamen. It was 
foe worst Chinese air crash re- 
ported since} 1990. 

NCNA, quoting eyewitnesses 
at the scene, said foe plane “went 
off course after it started to ga in 
speed on foe runway and bumped 
against the airport’s two metre 
high protection wall.” 

So Xiaaxum, a spokesman for 
die Jiangsu Provincial Foreign 
Affairs Office, said investigators 
had located foe “black box” con- 
taining the plane’s flight records 
but it was not yet opened. 

“There are many technical 
questions here. It is hard to esti- 
mate when it may be opened,” be 
said by telephone. 

Five Hong Kong residents and 
two Taiwanese were among foe 
106 people who died, officials 
readied by telephone said. - 

Two babies less than a year old 
were among the 20 pasKngexs 
and crew who s urviv ed the gash, 
foe Peking-funded China News 
Service said. One of the infant* 
was handed to rescue workers 
through a bole in foe plane’s 
fuselage by ’an* injured woman, 
foe news service added. Hie 
baby’s mother died in foe crach. 

Ten -month rid Wu Damn re- 
ceived only slight bruises on- her 
arm and forehead, NCNA said. 

“But she kept dying all foe 
time as could not get over- the 
shock,” foe agency said. 

At least 93 peojtid were killed 
i mmed ia t ely when foe plane burst 
into flames about 600 metres 


from foe end of foe runway. A 
further 33 were sent to hospital, 
where at least 13 more died from 
their injuries. 

The survivors, indudmg the 
two infants, are in hospital and 
nine have been confirmed as out 
of danger, NCNA said. 

The aircraft, operated by the 
Qua* General-Purpose Airline 
Company, broke into at least 
force pieces around an irrigation 
galley, officials reports said. 

The first passenger rescued was 

a young woman strapped to a 
bank of airplane seats that had 
been thrown dear of the wreck- 
age and was slowly sinking in the 
water-filled (fitch, foe Worker’s 
Daily said Sunday. 

NCNA quoted passengers 
- aboard foe plane as saying they 
did not know what bad hit them. 

“Idid not know when foe plane 
started- to run. At the time, I 
giddeqly. saw a canvas^itefrbject 
fonowing down on us,” passenger 
Zhang Zhigang was quoted as 

saying. 

Some 2,000 rescue workers 
were sent to the scene, where 
they combed through foe wreck- 
age. About 20 gold chains from 
passengers had been found 
among the suitcases strewn 
around the crash site, NCNA 
said. 

. Vice Premier 21m Rongji and 
the bead of China's Ch^Avia- 
tion Administration (CAAC) 
were also os hand for foe inves- 
ts** 011 into foe crash. Foreign 
Affairs Office officials <unVf 
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Michael Jackson 
recovering from flu 

LONDON (R) — superstar 
Michael Jackson was recovering 
Sunday from the flu that cause d 
httn to cancel a London concert at 
foe last minute, disappointing 
72,000 fans. The 33-year-old sin- 
ger's doctors said be could per- 
forating as soon as Wednes- 
day. Crowds of anxious fans had' 
spent foe day outside Jackson’s 
London hotel, hoping for news of 
the reclusive performer. Some 
screamed and wept when they 
heard he was on foe mend. In a 
message from his sick bed. Jack- 
son said: “It is the worst thing in 
foe world for me to let my fans 
down. “Your understanding, and 
support is the greatest medicine 
any doctor could administer. I 
love you all.” Spokesman Bob 
Jones said foe star was “devas- 
tated” at having to cancel Satur- 
day’s concert- Jackson had prob- 
ably been laid low by a virus. “He 
has these flu-type symptoms,” be 
said, Jackson's doctors said in a 
medical bulletin: “He looks much . 
better today and will continue his * 
rest... with his current rate of 
improvement we anticipate he 
will perform Wednesday ” Jack- 
son has five more dates on foe 
British leg of his European tour. 

He is scheduled to play in Caitiff 
Wednesday. The sudden can- 
cellation- of Jackson's concert 
added a new twist to his visit to 
Britain. He has taken legal action 
against foe tabloid Daily Minor, 
which said plastic surgery had left 
his face “hideously disfigured". 

The Mirror immediately counter- 
sued for libel. 

Helicopter used 
in daring Dutch 
prison escape 

AMSTERDAM (R) — A heli- 
copter landed in foe courtyard of ^ 
a Dutch jail Sunday and snatched ■ 
a 31-year old prisoner from under 
foe nose of foe authorities. The 
aircraft with two men aboard 
toadied down in Zwaag Prison at 
1U0 am. The convict leaped 
inside and was immediately 
whisked away, police in the north- 
ern town of Hoorn said. The 
helicopter landed 60 kilometres 
away in the east of the country, 
and foe prisoner and another man 
sped away in a French-registered 1 
car, leaving the pilot tied up 
nearby. A major air and land 
search has been launched. The 
convict, who has not been 
^named, was serving a sentence . 
for robbery with violence. 

Paratroopers scuffle 
In Moscow, Kiev 
and other cities 

MOSCOW (AP) — Rowdy para- i 

troopers scuffled with civilians : 

and each other in several former 
Soviet titles while celebrating a ■ 
holiday in their honour, news 
reports said. Stripped down to 
shorts and wirite-and-blue shirts, ' i 

paratroopers plunged into the ‘ ; 

shallow ponds of Gorky Park in : 

Moscow and small groups fought ; 

a wifo each other at the entrance, . • 

Russian Television reported. i 

Elsewhere in the Russian capital, 
paratroopers rampaged through a 
market in foe smith western part 
of the city, smashing watermelons 
and fruit and vegetable stands, &_■ 
television said. Most branches of 
the former Soviet Armed Forces 
have a day in their honour. The 
highly trained paratroopers are 
considered some of foe rowdiest, 
Russian Televjtion said. News' 
reports said pofioonea consider 
Paratroopers’ Day the most 
dangerous of foe year. The para- 
tto°pers were arrested in the 
Ukrainian capita] of Kiev after 
they tried to free several of their 
leagues who were arrested af- 
tera scuffle with special police 
units patrolling foe streets. Tear 
gas was used to disperse foe 
Py atr poper s. Russian Television 
said disturbances related to para- 
trooper _ celebrations were . re- 
ported in the Siberian dty of 
Tyumen and other cities in Russia ' 
that were not identified. 

Newly weds defy 
stele, double-bungee 

over the ocean 

^ANTIC CITY (AP) — De-i,^. 
ESP'* order, a bride audfe;*' 
onoegrpom. . bungee-- jnmped^fe^ 
together -from 170 feet 

over the Atlantic Ocean, 

“ P e °P ic K ' 

foe boardwalk to watch. Timothy , 7 
Ful Cher, in a black tuxedo, and 
Nonjr Tedjakasume of TnAwwfr, 
TOumg white wedding gown, _'V- 
^KttejHOBgeafterritfaa Assn 
and African elephants out to the 
oteei Pier, a bungee ji ’ ■ - 
amusement centre. The] 
mor vows and a crane 1 
ttem in a steel cage as 
““S played tradition: 

^|g music and a drum ra 


jumped, holding each other 
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